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IN EXERCISE of the powers conferred by section 53 (1 of the Factories Aet, 1973,
the Minister of Health, Labour and Home Aflaiess hereby miakes the following Regu-
fations

Citation 1. These Regulations may be cited as the Factories Woodworking:
Regulations, 1971,

Application 2. (1 These Regubtions shall apply o all sawmills, and all other

"‘;';! _ Gactovies and buildig operations and works o enginecring construction

obugatton

uneertaken by way of trade or business or for the purpose of any industrial
o commercial undertaking i which any woodworking machine is wed,

(20 The provtions of these Regulations shall, i their application to any
such building operations or works of engineering construction, have effect
as iCany place where such operiations or works are carried on were a Gctory
antd any person undertaking or carnving on any such aperations or works
were the occupier of a Bietory.

(3 A printed copy of these Regulations shall be kept posted in every
factory or place to which they apply.



3. I thee Reenlations, unless the contest otherwise reqpuanes

citonta e meane e onb e swork i o boach o fuding aorack
hench  tor the parpese of vippimig deep-cattiog or cross-onttimg hut
does not inchude o swine wan o other saw whn h s moved oswards
the woend

Cgange” means the hapenad Standavd Wiae Gangee:

Splain band ww™ means o band sawe other dim o saw or band ge-
sawing machine, the cutting portion ol which runs i a vertical
direction

Cplaning machine” includes 4 aiachine e overhand planing ov foe thick-
fessing

Sawing saw T means g revoluing saw monnted ina frame, column or chassis
whiteh s suspended Trom a pivorabove a table, bench orother support,
o which the stodk i placed and which is operated by being putled
actoss the table, hench or other support on which stock s placed:

“underground room™ means 4 room any part of which s so sttiated thant
halfor more than hall the w hole height thereof measured trom the floor
to the ceiling s below the sietaee of the gromad adjoining or pearest
ta the toom;

“woodworking machine” means o crenlar saw, swing saw, plain band
ww, planing machine, vertical spindle moulding machine, overhead
routing machine or chain mortsing machine, operating on weoed.

4, Fyery woodworking machme shall be provided with an eflicient
sonping and starting applianee, and the control of this applianee shall be

i such aposition as to be readily and conveniently operated by the person

i charge of the machine: such control shall be so arvanged as to avoid as

far as i reasontbly practicable acddental or imadvertent operation,

5. A clear, unobstructed space shall be maintained for at least two metees
around every woodworking machine while in motion:

Provided that this requivement shall notapply to
A any stock necessarihy placed within that avea and
i the backs of swing saws and the side of any machine not being a
warking sidet adjacent o wall
6 1 The tloor of every mills toonr or place in which timber or wood s
wrwn or worked by machines shadl
e be ieny, sound and Tevelrand

b constructed of wood or ol concrete orinany other manner
approved by the chiefinspevtor:

Provided that in sawmith the requirements of this subregulation shall
apply ouly 10 any part of the Hoor where men work or passand 1o those
parts of the floor which are within two metres ol any part ofamachine used
lor working or cntting timber or woaod

2 “u.ll(l\ ol ullu'l CON TS nf l)lh ay H'l‘lll'hl‘\ \h.\“ ‘)\‘ ‘\‘\‘t“ \\"l\h Ih!‘

adioining loor and shall not shift or move when trodden npon,
3 ANy holes in the floor which it is impracticable o cover seenrely
Jall be securely feneed all round 1o heiehr of at eist one metre

futey.

‘H"LIHHU

Machine
rontrol

\\'nl‘kinq
sMunwe

Floors



cb Phe oo surremnding evers woodworking nachine shatl be maine
tained i good dd tevel condition, free from chips or other loose maerial
an b as practcbles aad shall nor e adloswed o become Dippony

Lighing 7. 01 The hehung at oy woodworkiog machine shall be satlicient
and switable loving regard oo the nachime and che natare of the work

S Without prejudice o the goneraluy of the fivegoing requirement,

moanmy joinery, woodworking or cabinet making workshop the level ol
ilumination at the paint of operation of the hlade or tool of any handted
machine operating on wood shall he suflicienthy adequate o ensure safe
operation of the machine blade or ool

3 Where the natural light e o woodworking machme is inadequate
and coan be improved by the provision of additional or beter windows ot
ivolving serious structural altevation, or by whitening the walls or the
inside rool o the factory, or by any other reasonable means, the oceupier
shall take such stepsas may be necessany o improve the natural Heht atsach
machine,

th The meansofartiticial Hghting for every woodworking machine shall
he adequate and shall be so placed o shaded as to prevent divect ravs of light
from impinging on the eves of the operator while he s operating such

machine.
Underground 8. No woodworking machine shadl he worked inany underground room
ronon which is certified by the chief inspector o be unsuitable for the purpose as

regards construction, light, ventilanon or in any other respect.

Wet sawing 9. Whenever water is applicd to the cutting blade of a machine in
motion
(@b the water shall be applied only by means of a fine spray; and
(hyall practical steps shall be taken by means of baflles, hoods and sereens
or other methods o prevent the outsplash of water and wet waste,
and, in particular, the foor immediately surrounding the machine
shall not be allowed to become stippery.

Training and 10. (v Every person while being triained 10 work o woodworking
swperviion gracine shall be fully and carefully instructed as to the dangers avising in
connexion with such machine and the precantions o be observed.

(2: No person shall be employed at o woodworking machine unless he
has been sufliciently trained to work that class of machine or unless he
works under the adequate supervision of a person who has a thorough
knowledge of the working of the machine,

Circular . Every circular saw shall be feneed as follows

s {a) the part of the saw below the beneh table shall be protected by two
plates of metal cheek plates or other suitable material, one on each
side of the saw; such plates shall not be more than one hundred and
fifty millimerres apart and shall extend from the axis of the saw
outwirds 10 a distanee of pot less than Ol millimetres heyvond the
teeth of the saw; metal plates if not beaded shall be of o thickness at
feast equal to fourteen gauge, or, if beaded, be o a thickness equal
to twenty gange,



boobehimd and e direce Tieesath the can thenes shall be g sitable nivime
Kb sl b Bl be bty i Ker than thie blade of the saw and
shichithy thinner than the s ket aoned which <hall have asmoaoth
surtace, shall be strong, tigid, and easihy adjustable, amd which
shall also contorm to the tollow g conditions

1 the edge of the ke neaver the saw shadl o an are ol aeedle
having i radins not exceeding the radins of the Lugest saw sed
on the heneh;

i the hinde shall be maintuned as close as practicable o the v,
Baving reward 1o the nature of the work bemng done at the time,
andd at the level of the bhench table the distanee between the
romt edee of the knife and the eeth of the saw shall not exeeed
Blteen millimitres;

it dor o siw ol a dmeter of Jess than siv bundred anllimetres,
the knile shall extend apwards frome the beneh table 1o within
twentvive millimetres of the top of the sow, and for acsaw ol a
disvmerer of sivchoundred pitlimetres or over shall extend ap-
wards from the heneh table 1o hetghe of ot feast two handved
and twentyv hive milhmenres;

the top ol the caw shall be covered by astrong and easthy adjustable
guard, with a fhinge at the side of the saw farthest from the guide
lencet sueh guard shall be kept so adjsted that the said fange shall
extend below the roots of the teeth of the saw ;s and such guard shall
extend from the top of the viving knile toa point as low as practicable
at the catting edue of the saw;

vdt the beneh of every civcular saw shall be smooth and flat,

12, A «itable push stick shall be keptavaitable for use at the bench of
every circular saw which is fed by hand, so as 1o enable the work o by
varried out without unnecessary rvisk.

13. The ollowing provisions shall apply o every swing saw

car the top half of the blade shall be completely and securely covered
as far as s practicable without fouling the stock being worked

vhe the worktable, benel or support shall be firm, fevel and smooth,
provided that no account shall be taken of any rollers in any table
or benehs the table, heneh or support shall be at right angles w the
swing of the saw s a back radl against which the stock miny be vested
shall be fitted along the back of the beneh, table or support: the rail
shall be as high as is practicable compatible with not fouling any
part of the machine;

ver there shadl be provided and maintained an eflective device which
antonatically retuens the saw o the back position when released at
any point ol its travel; such deviee shall not depend for it proper
functioning on any rope, cord or spring . the saw shall not be deemed
to be i the back position until the front edge of the siw s at least
twenty-five millimetres bebind the front edge of the back rail; if
the deviee includesa counterweight effective means<shall e provided
for preventing the fall of the counterwegin,
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das much an practucable of the teeth ol the saw Ball he wecnrels
grearded whenever the casw o the hack position

A ncal stepe Sttt be tdkeens T the provisions ot ol huafley
pads or otherwie to prevent the saw rebounding frone the hack
position ;

£t Chains or other cfective devices shall be prosided aad maine
tained o prevent the front edue of the saw from heing palled bevond
the tront edee of the work table

4, Fyery plain bandsaw shall be guarded as follows

- hoth sides of the bottom patley shall e completely en aned I sheet
metal or other suitable matenal;

b the front of the top pulley shall be covered with sheet metal or other
suitable material,

v all portions of the hlade shall be enclosed, or otherwise securely
ararded, except the portion of the blade between the hench table
anzh the wap guide

15. No planing machine which is not mechanically fed shall he ased tor

overhand planing anles it s binted with a ovlinderical cutter hlock,

16. Every planing machine used for overhand planing shall be provided

with a substantial metal bridge cuard capable of covering the fnll fength
and breaddh of the cutting slot in the benel and so constructed as o be
easihy adjusted ina vertical and honzontal direction

17, In every planing machine used for thicknessing, except a combined
machine for ovechand planing and thicknessing,
f the teed roller shall be provided with an eflicient guard, and
bithe blades shall be effectively guirded by hoods, chip chutes or other
enclosures so, however, that no regand shall be had o any exposure
of the blades necessary for working the stock or material.
18. The cutter of every vertical spindle mounlding machine and of every
over-head routing machine shall, where practicable, be provided with an
efficient guard having regard o the nature of wark being performed.

19. For such work as cannot be performed with an efficient guard for
the cutter, the wood being moulded ata vertical spindle moulding machine
shall, it practicable, be held in a jig or holder of such construction as 1o
reduce as far as possible the risk of accident o the worker.

20. A suitable spike or push-stick shall be kept available for use at the
heneh of every vertical spindle mounlding machine.

21, The chain of every chain_ mortising machine shall be provided with
a guard which shall enclose the enttere as far as practicable.

22, Al tools, blades and cutting instruments of woodworking machines
and other machines operating on wood shall be free from patent defect,
properly maintained, and kept elean, properly ground and sharpened, and



properly set. Without prejudice to the generality of thiv requirement no
saw which iv cracked shall be used in any circular saw,

23. The guards and other appliances required by these Regulations shall
he maintained in an eflicient state and shall be constantly kept in position
while the machinery is in motion, except when, owing to the nature of the
work being done, the use of the guards or appliances is rendered impractie
able. The guards shall be so adjusted as to enable the work to be carried
on without unnecessary risk.

24. Regulations 11, 13, 14, 16 and 17 of these Regutations shall net apply
to anv woodworking machine in respect of which it can be shown that other
wleguards are provided and maintained which render the machine equally
safe as it would be if guarded in the manner preseribed by these Regulations.

25. Every person employed on a woodworking machine shall -

(ta) use and maintain in proper adjustment the guards provided in
accordance with these Regulations; and

th; use the spikes or push-sticks and holders provided in compliance with
regulations 12, 19 and 20, except when, owing to the nature of the
work being done, the use of the guards or appliances is rendered
impracticable,

MADE this sixth day of March, 1974,

M.T.M. Kaoro,
Permanent Secretary,
Ministry of Health, Labour and Home Aflairs.



