PROCLAMATION No. 223 OF 1982
A PROCLAMATION TO PROVIDE FOR THE
CONSOLIDATION OF PEASANT ASSOCIATIONS

“ ETHIOPIA TIKDEM”

WHEREAS, the establishment of peasant associations “at
every level, which is one of the vu:torm gained by the Ethiopian-
People’s Revolution, -has greatly contributed: to the Hiquidation
and bringing under control of the enemies of the Revolution
as well astothedefenoedthcsovu‘exgmtyogﬂ\eemy

WHEREAS, it is necessary to reorganize. peasant associa-
tions by restructuring their present. setup -in. line with the
present stage of development of the Revolution with a view
to enhancing the productivity of the peasantry, augumenting agri-
culrural production and expanding the basis for socialist rojations,
of production and thereby lay down the foundation for - the
building of a strong democratic. Ethiopia;

NOW, THERFPORE, in-accordance with Atticle S (6) of
the Redefinition of Powers and Responsibilitios of ths Provisio-
nal Military Administrative Council nnd the Council :of Minis-
ters Proclamation No. 11071977, it is hereby proclaimed-as
failows :

CHAPTER ONE
GENERAL

1. Short Title
This Proclamation may be cited as lhe “Peasant Associa-
tions Consolidation Proclamation No. 223/1982",

2. Definitions
In this Proclamation, unless the context ptherwise requires:
a) “peasant agsociation” means an association established
or to be established in accoedance with the Public
OthdentalLandstdmummthumc—
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3. Right 6 Orgonize

4.

1)

2)

All peasants shall have the right to join together
cstablish peasant associations and be members thered®
The organizution of peasant associations shall be
accordance with this Proclamation.

Election and Removal of Members of Leading Qrgans

B)

2y

1)

2)

The leading organs of peasant associations establid
or 10 be established at every level shall have memb
elected in accordance with this Proclamation.

Members of the leading organs of peasant assu-'iil
tions may be removed by the organ electing them.

. Qualification for Election

Any person to be elected as a member of the le i
organ of any peasant association established at e
level shall be a person who meets the following @
lifications:

a)  did noi own more than ten (10) hectares of L
and stands for agricultural producers’ €00
tives;

b) has accepted the National Democratic Revolull
Programme of Ethiopia;

¢} is esteemed among his nearby dwellers for ¥l
integrity and hard work;

d)  has not been convicted . of misuse or wusl;)l
government or public properly or corrupt
tices or breach of trust;

¢} is not deprived of his civil rights by a ¢
law;

)  has no mental disease; is not addicted to ab
and dangerous drugs;

€} s not Jess than twenty-onc (21) yeurs of il

h) is an Fthiopiun national.

Auy person to be eligible for elecling snembers

teading organs of any peasant association estubl

at any level shall be a person who!

a)  has attained eighteen (18) years of age al
date. of ¢lection;

b) has no mental diseasc;

¢) is not deprived of his civil rights by & cout il
law.

ourt &l

il

of

CHAPTBR TWO

OBIECTIVES AND POWERS AND pUTIES OF

Every peasunii assoch
the following objectives:
1) to enhance, assist and cncourage the participatio

PEASANT ASSOCIATIONS

. Qbjecrives of Peasant Associations

ition fornied at any jevel sttt M

the peasuntty in the effort’ Revolutionary Fthio®
making Yor economic construction and in pd
for the expansion of socialist production relations
the climination of exploitation of man by man C
rural areas;



2) to make the necessary effort for the fulfilment, stage
by stage, of the peasantry’s soclal newds; to ke
eflorts to raise and coordinate the pambipa&ion of the
peasaniry in cocial projects the Gover:ment under
fekes from time o time;

3 o dissaninate Marxism-Leninisnt umong the pea-
santry and raise the political consciousness of same;
to prepuare the peasanury for the safe-guarding of the
Revolution as well as the sovereignity, unity and terri-
torial integrity of the country; to establish and con-
solidate unity of siruggle between the peasanoy and
other working people;

4} to make tbe necessary effort to ally the peasantry
with forces that struggle for freedom, justice, peace,
democracy and socialism and to enable it to contri-
bute its due share.

Powers and Dies Common 10 Peasant Associations

Every peasant association formed ai any tevel shall have
the powers and duties to;

1)  agitate and coordinate the peasantry to properly imple-
ment and follow up the implementation of the Public
Ownership of Rural Lands Proclamation No. 31/1975
and other proclamations and directives pertaining to
rural areas issued or to be issued by the Revolutionary
Government;

2) enable the peasantry of Revolutionary Ethiopia to
struggle more actively for the liquidation of reaction-
ary plots and for ecomomic construction by uniting
and coordinaling its struggle with other mass organi-
zations;

3) in cooperation with those concerned, agitate, sducate,
coordinate the peasaniry and render the necessary as-
sistance thereto with a view to expanding and streng-
thening ugricultural producers’ cooperalives which are
the bases for socialist construction in rural areas;

4) agitate, educate and coordinate the peasanuy, with
a view to liberating it from backwardness, by esta-
blishing and strengthening agricultural secvice coope-
ratives, increasing production and cxpanding social
SETVICES;

5) in cvoperation with the appropriate government and
mass organizations, coordinate the peasaniry and
make the necessary efforts for the betterment of the
lives of peasants living in lands that are overpopulated
or of poor productivity and that of nomads;

6) in cooperation with those concerncd, coordinate
the peasantry with a view to Tiberating it from archaic
mode of production and backward practices and cul-
tures by udvz‘mcifxg its ideological outlook and deve-
loping its initiative and thereby enhance  produc-
tivity; render the necessary assistance thercto;

7y follow-up and supesvise the proper tilling und develop-
ment of cultivable land and the augmentation of pro-

duction:

§) in coopcration with those concermned, muke the neces-
sary participation in the effort to enable the peasuntry
to gain rapid progress in education, health, transport
and similar’ social services;
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43~ implement properly directives issued by the appe
* prizte government office concerniug the conservaha
prowction and development of forest and wikiiit
maoke the necessary protection to soil and waE

TSOUreRs;

10) in cooperation with those concerned, ugitate and &
ordinate its members and follow-up their participais,
in the effort to conserve and protect historical refi
and untiquities of Ethiopia;

11} participate fully in the effort to satisfy the educais,
necds of the peasaniry; implement plans devised &
this effect by the Government from lime to tiut:

12)  devise methods by which sports may be pnpu!ariﬁ‘ff
smong the peasantry with o view to making peasssd
physically fit, healithier and more productive citises

13)  mauke the nccessary effort to consoliduie further X
alliance between the wrbun working masses and
peasaniry;

14) muke the necessary effort to secure wouen their 83
place in the production process with a view to inces#
ing women’s purticipation in the developneat of
arcas;

15) follow -directives issued by the Government conca®
ing the utilization of land.

CHAPTER THREE

ORGANIZATION AND METHOD OF WORK
OF PEASANT ASSOCIATIONS

. General

The organization and method of work of peasant assadf
tions shall follow the principle_of democratic centralsh;

9. Organization o} Peasunt Associations

10,

The organizution of peasant associations shall be based &

territorial principles and: s

1) Kebele peasant associations, shall be established ¥
in 2 minimum area of tweanty (20) gashas
and their members shall join together and forn
Woreda, Awraja, provincial and national associat

2y VFor the purpose of this Proclamation, & scuilendl
shall be regarded as a Kebele peasant assoclation

Mathoa of Work of Peasant Assoclations

The method of work of peasant associations shall fubo#
the principle of democratic centralism and:

1) members of the leading organs of peasant ussocildi
at any level shall be elected democratically aad ¥
accountable to the organs that elected them;

2} lower organs shall bave the duty to obsmei
jmplement directives, decisions and orders passtd
higher orguns;

3) operational reports shall be submitted from W
time by lower associations to higher assoviatios
well as by leading organs of associations to the ofl
that elected them and leading organs of higher M
clations; :



.

4) decisions of leading organs at any level shall be made
by majority ‘vote and the minority shall be bound by
the decisions passed by the mujority;

5) the methixd of work of peasant associations at any
level shall be based on collective leadership and indi-
vidual responsibility.

CHAPTER FOUR

MEMBERSHIP IN PEASANT ASSOCIATIONS
AND RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF MEMBERS
Membership
Any person {male or female) who lJives by farming in
un area of any Kebele peasant association may be a mem-
ber of the Kebele peasant association in his area.
Rights of Mcmbers
Every member of a peasant association shail have the
followiny rights:
1) subject to Article 5, to ciect members und be elected
as a member 1o the leading organs of the association;
to participate in discussions held by the association;
to give opinions and criticisms;
3) to vote on decisions to be passed by the association

in accordance with the existing procedure;

4} ta be present in discussions held by the Jeading organs

o pass decision on 4 mater that refates to him;

5) to share in the benefits arising from membership,

. Dwies of Mcmbers

Every member of a peasant association shall have the fol-

Jowing dutics:

1) 1o aceept and implement the National Democratic
Revolution Programme of Ethiopia; to obesrve aud
properly implement the internal regulations and direc-
tives of peasant associations as well us the decisions
passed and the orders piven by higher leading organs;

2) 1 pay membership fees to the assogiation on time;

4} o make active participation in the activities of the
association; to, obsérve the procedural requirements of
the association sad  accept constructive criticisms
given by leading organs;

4} 1o vbserve and implement the laws and directives of

the Govermnent,

5) o be ready at ail times to answer calls Revolutionary
Ythiopia may make at apy e and place; to fight
pguiast anti-revolutionary activities and to conserve

and protect public property.
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14,

6.

i7.

18,

CHAPTER FIVE
KEBELL PEASANT ASSOCIATION

Establishment

A Kebele peasant association is o peasunl association ol
blished or 10 be established in uccordance with Artidke’
of this Proclumation.

Powers and Duties of Kebele Peasant Assoviutions

In addition to the powers and duties given’ o peasd

associutions wnder Article 7 of this Prochunation, &

Kebele peasant association shall have the following powed

and duties:

1} to distribute, with the solicited assistunce of the G
crnment when necessary, land within its delimied &%
as much as possible cqually and in the following e

4) 1o peasants and former lundowners residing witd
the arca;

b) 1o cvicted peasants;

¢) 1o persons who reside within the arca bus do W
have work or sufficicnt means of livelihood

d)  to peasants coming from outside of the ares

¢} to pensioned persons who are able to underals
personal cultivation when the ussociation Dehiesa
that such person should be allotted land;

f} o organizutions which need land for their qu“?l
in accordance with directives to be issued;

2) to followup and supervise the proper tilling 2—"1
development of cultivable land and the augmeniai®
of production;

3) 1o heur and setde disputes within its arca in accord]
ance with this Prochunution;

4} to implement directives, decisions and ordess vl
mitted from higher organs;

5) o submit operationul report to higher associations

Leading Orguns of Kebele Peasanr Associgtion

Every Kebele peasant association shall have the fotiowizf]
leading organs:

1} a General As‘semb!y of members;
2) an Executive Commiltee;

3} an Inspection Conuniltee; and

4y a Judicial ‘I'mbunal.

General Assembly of Members

1} The General Assembly of members of Kebuels peasif
association shall be composed of all members of ]
wssociation and shall be the highest leading orgo
the Kebele peasant association.

1) The working procedure and detailed powers and dul
of the General Assembly of Kebele peasant associaid
shall be prescribed in internal regulations to be issoed
by ALPA.

The Fxecutive Commitiee of Kebele Peasant Associution

1) ‘I'he Executive Comumittee of Kebele peasant associd
tion is an organ clected by the General Assembly d
embers and shall be responsible for the perfomast
Af the dav-toaday activities of the association,
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i,

2} The Chairman of the Excautive Committee of Kebele
peusant association shall be the chairman of the
General Assembly and the Kebele peasunt association,

3)  The term of office of the members of the Executive
Commiltee of Kebele peasant association shall be
wo years. '

4) The number of members, working procedurs and
detailed powers and duties of the Exccutive Committee
of Kebele peasant assoclution shall be prescribed in
internal regulations and directives of peasant associa-
tions o be issued by AEPA.

The Inspectinon Committee vf Kebele Peasant Associntion

1) The Inspection Committee of Kebele peasant associa-
ton is o leading organ which shall have responsibility
for ensuring the proper implementation of the powers
and duties given to members and leading organs of
the association hereunder and the proper management
of the property of the association.

2}  Members of the Inspection Committee of Kebele
peasant association shall be elected by the General
Assembly of the Kebele peasant association.

3)  The term of office of the members of the Inspection
Committee of Kebele peasant association shall be
two years.

4y  The number of members, working procedurs and
detailed powers and duties of the Inspection Com-
mittee of Kebele peasant association shall be pre-
scribed in directives to be issued by AEPA and in
the directives of the Central Inspection Commitice
of AEPA.

. hwdicial Tribunal of Kebele Peasant Associution

1) The Judicial Tribunal of Kebele peasant ussociation
is a leading organ clected by the General Assembly
of the Kebele prasunt association and shall discharge
the judicial responsibilities given to the association
fiercunder.

2) The Chairman of the Judicial Tribunal of Kebele
prasant association shall be designated by the General
Assembly from among its members.

3} ‘The term of office of the members of the Judicial
Tribunal of Kebele peasant assoclations shall be
{WO Years,

4) The number of members, working procedure and de-
tailed powers and duties of the members of the
Judicial Tribunal of Kebele peasant association shall
be as prescribed in Chapter Eight of this Proclamation.

CHAPTER SIX
PROVINCIAL, AWRAJA AND WOREDA
PEASANT ASSOCIATIONS

Establistiment

Provineiul, Awraja and Woreda peasant associations are

assuviutions estublished in accordance with Article 9 of

this Proclumation.

Powers and Duties of Provincial, Awraja and Woreda

Peusunt Assoclutions

In addition to the powers and duties given to peasant

associations under Article 7 of this Proclamation, provin-

ciul, Awraja und Woreda peasunt associations shall have
the following powers and duties:

1) in accordunce with directives to be issued by the
Government, to change the boundaries of assoviations
within their jurisdictions so that peasants shall have,
as far as possible, equal holdings;
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)
I

2} o follow-up and supervise the proper tilling
development of cultivable land and the uugmcn(:uiﬁl
of produciion;

3)  to covrdinagte, guide, and receive reports, as supc!im'
organs, on the activities of lower associations witt
their respoctive jurisdictions;

4} toceordinalc peasant associations within thelr juriy
dictions with a view to creating close relationsy
berween them  and other muass  organizations ant
povernment offices;

5) o implement directives, decistons and orders iy m
mitted from higher associations; and

6} to submit reports on their activities 1o higher 2% &
ciations at every level.

Leading Organs of Provincial, Awraja and Woreda
Peasant Associations

Provinciul, Awraju and Woreda peasant associations sh?

have the following leading argans:

1} congresses;

2} conupiiees;

3} exceulive conuniltees;

4} inspection conmmittees; and

5)  judicial tribunals in the case Of Awraja and woreli 1
peasant associations.

Conyresses of Provincld, Awraja and Woreda
Peasant Associations

1) The congresses of provincial, Awraja agd Woreds
peasant assoviutions are the highest organs of provis
cial, Awruju und Woreda peasant associations.

2} The mauner of delegation, working procedure ad
detailed powers and duties of the congresses of provies
cial, Awrajn and Woreda peasunt associations shal
be prescribed in interual regulations and directhd
to be issued by AEPA.

Commitiecs of Provincial, Awraja and Woreda
Peasant Assoviations

1) The commitices of provincial, Awrajn and Woredh)
" peasant associations arc leading organs of provincidl
Awraja and Woreda peasant associations clected by
provincial, Awraja and Woreda congresses from amoof
their members and shall be responsible for the overdd’
direction of the associations.

2)  The term of oltice of the members of pmvinciﬂ-
Awraju and Woreda committees shall be two yeus

1) Fhe nmumber of members, working procedure sad
detailed powers and duties of provincial, Awrija and
Woreda committees shall be prescribed in dirceth®
to be issned by AKPA,

The Exvcutive Committees of Provincial, Awruja and
Woreda Peayant Associaons

[} The executive commitives of provineial, Awraj asd
Woredu peasant assuciations are leading organs eleaied
by provincial, Awrsja and Woreda commitied
shall perform the day-to-day activities of the co
mittees,

2} lhe chairmen of provincial, Awraja and Woreds
executive committees shall be the chairmen of pror
viaciul, Awruja and Waoreda commitlees, congressa
and aeenntutions
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27.

28.

3) The term of office of.the executive commitiees of
provincial, Awraja and Woreda peasant associations
shall be two years,

4) The nanner of élection, number of members, work-
ing procedure and detailed powers and duties of pro-
vincial, Awraja and Woreda executive committecs shall
be prescribed in the internal regulations and direciives
to be issued by AEPA.S

Provincial, Awraja and Woreda Inspection Commitices

1) Provincial, Awraja and Woreda inspection commitices
are leading organs elected by provincial, Awraja and
Woreda congresses from among their members which
shall have responsibility for ensuring the proper im-
plementation of the powers and duties given to mem-
bers and leading organs of the association hereunder
and the proper management of the property of the
association.

2} The term of office of the members of provincial,
Awraja #hd Woreda inspection committecs shall be
two years.

3) The number of members, working procedurs and
detailed powers and duties of provincial, Awraja and
Woreda inspection committees shall be prescribed by
internal regulations and directives of inspection com-
mittees to be issued by AEPA.

Judicial Tribunals of Awraja and Woreda Peasant
Associations

1) Judicial wribupals of Awraja and Woreda peasant
associations are leading organs elected by Awraja and
Woreda copgresses from among their members and
shall discharge the judicial responsibilities givea to the
associations hereunder,

2) The term of office of the members of Awraja and
Woreda judicial tribunals shall be two years.

3) The number of members, working procedure and
detailed powers and duties’ of Awraja and Woreda
judicial tribunals shall be as prescribed in Chapter
Eight of this Proclamation.

CHAPTER SEVEN

THE ALL-ETHIOPIA PEASANT @SSOCIATION (AEPA)

29.

30.

Establishment

The All-Ethiopia Peasant Association (AEPA), shall be
established in accordance with Article 9 of this Proclwna-
ation and shall give central guidance to ail Ethiopisa peas-
ants and peasant associations as the only national peasant
association in Etbiopia.

Powers and Duties of the All-Ethiopia Peasant
Assoclation (AEPA)

In sddition to the powers and duties given to peosant
associations under “Article 7 of this Proclamation, the
All-Ethiopia Pcasant Association (AEPA) shall have the
following powers and duties:

1) to give central guidance to peasant associations estab-
lished at every leval;

2} o devise, in cooperation with those concerned,
methods by which institutions that promote the tech-
pical know-how and deepen the ideofogical outlook
of the peasanmry may be cxpanded; to make the
necessary coniribution to the im_plcmcntatiou thereof;
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32,

33,

34,

3) to take part in the consideration of luws, Kfe
and directives concerning peasants; to follow#
implementation by the peasantry after they ar

4) 1o tuke part in the preparation of the ec;mom’
social plans of the country; to foliow up the
mentution of the pluns by the peasantry;

5) io make the necessary contributivn in the 8
for peace, justice, {reedom and deinocracy by
close relationship with similar associations of
countties as well as regionul and internationdl
ratic forces so that the peasantry of Revolsd
Eihiopia may discharge its obligations of pr
internationalism;

6) to issuc internal regulations and directives of s
associations applicable fo all peasant uss
established at every level,

Leading Organs of AEPA

AEPA shall have the following leading organs:
1) General Congress;

2)  Ceaual Committee;

3) Executive Committee; and

4} Central Inspection Commitice,

The General Congress

[y The General Congress shall be the highet
organ of AEPA and shall meet every two yoib

2) The manner of delegation, working proceds®
detailed powers and duties of the General €
shall be prescribed in imternal regulations fo b
by AEPA.

The Central Commilitee

1) The Central Commitiee is a leading organ ¢l
the General Congress from among its membe
shall be responsible, between sessions, for the
guidance of the association.

2) The term of office of the members of the (ol
Committee shall be two years,

3} The number of members, working procedu®
detaited powers and duties of the Central €
shall be prescribed in internul regulations of
sssociations to be issued by AEPA.

The Execuiive Commitice

1) The Execulive Committee is a leuding orgait
by the Central Committee from among us
and shall perform the day-to-day activises
Central Commitiee.

2} The Chuieman of the Exceutive Commiiiee ﬂ
the chaitman of the Central Committee, the
Congress and of the asscciation.

43 The term of office of the members of the Esedl
Committee shall be two yeurs.

4) The manner of clection, number of mcmbqs‘ will
procedure and detailed powers and duU.Cs_~
Lxecative Commiliee shall be prescribed @
regulations of peasant associations to be
AUPA.



po. Negarit Gazeta — No. 6 — 24th May. 1982 -— Page 125

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

The Central Inspection Commitiee

1)  The Central Inspection Committee is a leading organ
elected by the General Congress from among its
members and shall have the responsibility for ensuring
the proper implementation of the bowers and duties
given to the leading organs of the association here-
under and the proper management of the property
of the association.

2} The term of office of the members of the Cenural
fnspection Committee shall be two years

3} The pumber of members, wotking procedure and
detailed powers and duties of the Central Inspection
Commitiee shall be prescribed in internal regulations
to be issued by AEPA.

CHAPTER RBIGHT
PART ONE

PROVISIONS AND PROCEDURES COMMON TO
- JUDICIAL TRIBUNALS

Scope of Application

1) The provisions of this Chapter shall apply mutatis
fis to all judicial tribunals established at every
level.

2) Any resident shall have the right to be preseat at any
hearing of the judicial tribunal and forward his views
and opinions on the case at hand, provided, however,
that the judicial tribunal shall have the power and
respousibility to reader its own independent decision
based on law and justice.

Tine and Place of Hearing

Any judicial tribunal may hold meetings in the oftice of
{he association or in any other place and tume which it
deems suitable, provided, however, that the time of the
hearing shall, as far us possible, be outside working hours.

Working Procedure
1) The judicial tribunal shall register:
a) the charges and evidence brought aguinst the
dcfendam;' and
b} the defence and causes produced by the defen-
dant;
and shallgive an cquitable decision.
2} Al decisions of the tribunal shall be given by
majority vote.

Option Not to Entertain Case

Any judicial tribunal shall have the option not to eateriain

or decide a case where the following conditions obtain:

a) the defendant, in good faith, pleads guilty and appo-
jogizes before the tribumal and makes good, on his
own initiation, the damage be caused; or

b) the plaintiff or the appellant withdraws his charge
or appeal.

Power to Impose Penalty and Render Judgement

1) Where the judicial wibunal finds the defeadant gujlty
in cuses it bears in accordance with this Proclamation,
it may impose, according to the gravity of the offence,
any one of the following penalties:
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42,

43.

2)

3)

7a) warn the offender;

b) order the offender to make an apology to
injured person or association;

¢) order the offender to coafess ihat his act ¥
shameful;

d) impose fine ranging from Birr 1 to Birr 3004
imprisqnment not exceeding 3 months;

€) impose compulsory labour not exceeding 15 di

f) order the offender to compensate the {6
person.

Where the tribunal finds the defendant liable io &8
cases it hears under this Proclamation, it may
the defendant to make an immediate payment o
money awarded, or to effect payment within a f
period of time or to do or to refrain from

a certain act.

Where the tribunal astestains that the plaintifl |
tuted the suit with inteat to cause undue inconvets
to the defendant, it may order the plaintff
appropriate damages to the defendant.

Repeated Offences

The tribunal may impose mote than ane of the petd
referred to in Article 40 of this Proclamation whet
finds that the defendant has committed repeated or 0%
rent offences.

Transjer 1o Regular Courts and Concurrent Offence?

1)

2)

3)

4)

Where, in the course of first instance or apped
cecdings, any judicial tribunal finds that it ht
jurisdiction to hear a clise, it shall order the tra
of the case 1o the competent regular court. The

to which any case has thus beca trapsfessed

have jurisdiction to hear and decide such case.

The court to which a case has been transfered 4
accordance with sub-article 1 of this Asticle, ¥
without prejudicc to the penal provisions pres c
in this Proctamation, give decision on the cast |
ing on the charges instituied against the defe
which fall within thes jurisdiction of the juid
tribunal.

-Where @ regular court gives decision pursudat
articie-2 of this Article and where it i3 satisfied
i1s decision will betier be executed throagh the
peasant association, it shall transfer the execulic®
its degision to the judicial tribunal of the
peasant association of which the defendant is & res 1

Where ibe offences committed fall within me1
sdiction partly of the judicial tribunal and |
the regular court, the regular court shall have jurisdd
tion to bear all of the offences togesher.

Non - Compliance
Iftsymrt-onwlmiﬁm’dmacl.t.oqumfmocn'n;)u.fm‘vul)'LI!’d
fails to comply with such order, the tribumal may

the compulsory lubour into imprisonment not M
3 morths or fine oot exceeding Birr 300.
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44, Evidence

45,

46.

47.

48.

1) The tribunal may hear witnesses and examine docu-
ments which are necessary for the disposition of the
case at hand.

2) Any person or ofganization summoned pursuamt to
sub-art. (1) of this ‘Article shall appear in person and
produce the required documeats in time.

Appeal

1) Any party may appeal within 15 days from the date
of decision by the tribunal.

2) The tribunal shall give to the party appealing a copy
of the decision and the evidence therefor.

3) No decision of a ttibunal given on first instance may

be executed before the period set forth in sub-article 1
of this Article expires.

Execution of Decision

1)

2)

Any judicial tribunal shall have its decision executed,
through the executive: committee, by the revolution
defence committee or the local palice.

Sentences of imprisonment passed by any judicial
wribunal shall be executed only in government prisons.

Application. for Removal of Member

1)

2)

3

Any party may apply for tho removal of any member
of a judicial tribunal where he can show cause why
such member should not hear hig case.

In the event of such spplication, the member against
whom the objection is made shall leave his chair and
the application shall be decided by the remaining
mernbers,

\Where the tribunal decides in favour of the applicant,
ibe member against whom the objection is made
shall be replaced by another member until decision
is made on the case.

Ultra Vires Decisions

1)

2)

No person who has cxhausted his right of appeal to
judicial tribunals at every level, may appeal to the
regular courts from decisions of judicial uribunals
hereunder.

Any party who bas reason to show that any decision
or order of any judicial tribunal is ultra vires may
submit his ‘case to the Migister.

Where ﬁ:e Minister is satisfied, from the submission
made 1o him under sub-article 2 of this Article, that
the decision or order challenged is ultra vires, he shall:

a) where the case relates to the implementation of
this Proclamation, give final decision thereon; or

b) where the case does not relate to the implemen-
tation of this Proclamation, annul the decision
or order and notify the party that he can refer
his case to the regular courts.
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49.

50.

w
o

53.

54.

Contempt @f Judicial Tribunal

Any judicial tribunal may summarily punish with inprs®
ment not exceeding 30 days or with fine not exceeds
Birr 200 any person who, in the course of its proceedios
obstructs its procecdings with insult, threats, ridicule

other similar acts of disturbance.

Piaces Where Judicial Tribunals Are Not Established

In rural areas where judicial tribunals are not cstubl
on the cffective date hercof, civil and criminal cases fallé
within the jurisdiction of said tribunals hereunder shal
heard and decided by the regular courts and in accorda
with the regular procedures; provided, however, thut the &
gular courts shall, as of the day they are notified of
establishment of judicial wibunal in the arca concerm
cease o entertain cases, other than thuse pending bl
them on the day of notification, which full within the e
diction of judicial tribunals hereunder.

. Decision on Appeal

peated may confirm, annul or vary the decision o
peal or remand the case with guidelines to the judici
tribunat which gave the decision appealed from.

2)  Any appeliate judicial tribunal may, for good caw
stuy the execution of any decision given on first i
tance until decision is made on the appeal.

1) Any appellate judicial tribunal to which a case is 53
i

. Additivaal Fvidence

Any appeflae judicial wibunal may, where it fz’nds‘i
necersary, sdmiy additional evidence in the eourss of hea
ihg the appeal

PART TWO
KEBELE, WOREDA AND AWRAJA
JUDICIAL TRIBUNALS

Members of Kebele Judicia Tribund

1) Any Kubele judicial tribunal shall have 3 regular and
alternatc members elected by the general assemblf

2) The general assembly shull designate the chairmas
the tribunal.

Civil Jurisdiction
Kebels judivial tribunals shall have power (o hewr and decidl
the following:

1) With the exception of cases fulling under the L;\M
Prochamation No. 6471975, and excluding owo
which any povernment office of organization 15 paft
ie sribinal shall have power to hear und decide

following:

W) any dispute involving pecuniary claims ofﬂ
Birr 500 or any disputes on property of 2
of upta Birr 5003 .

B)  uuy dispute involving garden plots, o, subjest
Articlke 18 of the Civil Procedure Cule, sue¥
sion cases involving private property, ity
within the Kebele peasant association;

¢} any dicpwz involving the division of the com
peoperty of spouses within the Kebele prasat
cosiation where the divores has been decided

the family arbitrators and pronounced b¥s

goutly
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59.

60.

61.

2.

2) disputes between Kebele peasant associations witli-
Woreda on first instance;
3) @) disputes between service cooperatives and ke
peusant associations within the Woredii
b) disputes between service cooperatives withie
Woreda,
Members of Awraja Judicial Tribunal
1) The Awruja judicial tribunal shall have 3 regulsd
2 alternate members.
2)  The Congress shall designate the Chairman o'
tribungl.
Jurisdiction of .Awraja Judiciad Tribunul
1) The Awraja judicial tribunal shail have power W
and decide the following:
a) appeals against decisions of Woreda judical o
pals given on first instance;
b) disputes between Woreda peasant associsl
within the Awraja.

. 2)  Decisions of the Awraja judicial tribunat shall b 54

CHAPTER NINE
REVOLUTION DEFENCE COMMITTEE
Establishment
Executive Committees of peasant associutions to b ;‘j
shed at every level shall have Revolution Defence (o6
tees under them.

Revolution Defence Committee of Kebele

Peusant Association

1) The members of Revolution Defence Commiti®
Kebele peasamt association shall be elecrd 2]
Exccuiive Committee from among its memba-

2) The term of office of the members of the Rey%
Defence Commitiee of Kebele peasant usid
shali be 1two years,

3) The number of members and the time and rules o
cedure of the meetings of Revolution Dufence Cﬂ%
tee shall be prescribed in directives to be issued
AEPA,

83. Powers and Dusies of Kebele Revolution Defence

Comimittee
1) Subject to directives to be issed by the Goveré
the future concerning revolution defence cOMITR

wnembers of Revolution Defence Comuiittee shall M

jointly and severally, the following powers and'

a)  to follow-up and novify the executive com
any conspiracies plotted against the Revol
unity and independence of Ethiopia what
finds a person in flagrante delicto 1n ¢
with such offence or where he has satisl
reuson to belicve that an offender of swh #
fehce is likely to disappear of to tamper ¥ib
ence or is likely to commit further offenct,
such offender and hand .him over to th
police station and forthwith notify the ¢
comunitiee of same;

b} in the case of other offences, arrest AnY
who is found commiuing any flagrant
and lLand him over forthwith to the
tive committee of the peasant associatiod
the offence falls within its jurisdiction, o bd
appropriate police station, as the cuse may

¢} o produce any wanted person in 8¢
with an order legally given by the xecutive
mitiee or judicial tribunal of a peasail
tiow;
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64.

65.

66.

d) - to enforce decisions and orders given by the judi-
cial tribunal; to protect forests, mines, bridges,
crops or other such public or govemment properly
within the area of its jurisdiction which need
safeguarding from time fo time;

e) 1o carry out the necessary defence and security
activities according to the decision of the Govern-
ment; and

i) to institute criminal proceedings under the juris-

diction of the judicial tribunal and enforce the
decisions thereof.

2) The members of the executive commitice of the asso-
ciation may themselves perform or, coordinate and
cause the dwellers in the area of the Kebele peasunt
association, to perform the activities specified in sub-
article 1 of this Article.

Provincial, Awraja and Woreda Revolution
Defence Committees

1) The members of provincial, Awraja and Woreda Re-
volution Defence Committees shall be elected from
among the members of provincial, Awraja and Woreda
Executive Committees by the Executive Committee.

2) The term of office of the members of provincial, Awra-
ja and Woreda Revolution Defence Committees shall
be two years.

3) The number of members and the time and rules of pro-
cedure of the meetings of provincial, Awraja and
Woreda Revohution Defence Committees shall be pre«
scribed in directives to be issued by AEPA.

Powers ane Dutles of Provincial, Awraja and Woreda
Revolution Defence Committees

Subject to directives to be issued in the future by the
Government concermning revolution defence commitlees,
provincial, Awraja and Woreda Revolution Defence Com-
mittees shall have the following powers und duties:

1) to guide und coordinale the activities of reyolution de-
fence commitiees in their aroas;

2) to study and submit to their respective Executive Com-~
mittees, the ways by which the activities of Revolution
Defence Committess in their areas may be coordinated
with those of neighbouring associations; and

3) to perform other duties prescribed for them in directi-
ves to be issued by AEPA.

AEPA Revolutian Defence Committee

1) The members of the AEPA Revolution Defence Com-
mittee shall be elected from among the members of the
AEPA Executive Comumittee by the AEPA. Bxeculive
Committee.

2) The term of office of the members of the AEPA
Revolution Defence Commitiee shall be two yeats.

3) The auwber of members and the time and rules of pro-
cedure of the mectngs of the AEPA Revolution
Defence Committee shall be prescribed in direciives
to be issued by AEPA.
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67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

Powers and Duties of the AEPA Revolution Dejence
Commitiee

Subject to directives to be issued in the future by the 6%
vernment concerning revolution defence committees, &
AEPA Revolution Defence Committee shall have the i
lowing powers and duties:

1) to guide and coordinate the activities of provilh”l
Revolution Defence Committees;

2) to study and submit recommendations of the AEPA
FExecutive Committee on the ways by which the adk
vities of provincial Revolution Defence Commit
may be performed in a coordinated manner; and

3) to perform other activities prescribed for it in directi
to be issued by AEPA.

CHAPTER TEN
THE PERMANENT SECRETARIAT

Establishment and Administration of
the AEPA Permanent Secretariat

1) The AEPA Permanent Secretariat shall be established
in Addis Ababa or in its vicinity. .

2) The Secretariat shall be administered by the Execui™
Committee of the Association.

Assignment of Professionals in the AEPA

Permanent Secretariat

The Association may employ professionals and persw"‘
necessary for the efficient functioning of the ac(iviﬁcs‘
the Acsociation.

Secretariats of Provincial, Awraja and Wuoreda
Associatians

Provincial, Awraja and Worega peasant associalioﬂsm‘
have their own secretariats.

CHAPTER ELElVEN
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Source of Income of Peasant Associations

1) The sources of income of peasant associations at “1

" level shall be contributions made by members 804
sistance obtained from other sources.

2) The amount of contribution of individual members 58
the manner of payment shall be determined by AEP.

Internal Regulations of Peasant Associations

1) Without prejudice to the peculiarities of every peastl
association, peasant associations shall be adminiﬂ’l
by internal regulations to be issued by AEPA is
cordance with Article 30 (6) of this Proclamation.

2) The conditions under which peasant associations B
issue detailed work directives shall be determined
the internal regulations referred to in sub-article |
this Article, )

Registration
Every peasant association shall be registered by the Mid
ry upon its establishment.

Legal Persondlity o
Every peasant association shall have legal personality o
its registration by the Ministry,
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75. Discipline

76.

71,

78.

1) Disciplinary measures may be taken sgainst any
leading organ or member of peasant association that
violates the internal regulations of AEPA and direc-
tives and decisions issued thereunder.

2) AEPA may issue diréctives concerning disciplinary
measures,

Repeal

The following are repealed and replaced by this Proclama-

tion:

D

2)

3)

Articles 9, 10, 11, 12 (1) & (3) and 14 of the Public
Ownership of Rural Lands Proclamation No. 31/1975;

Atticles 4, 5, aud 10-40 inclusive of the Peasant
Associations Organization and Consolidation Procla-
mation No. 71/1975; and

the All-Ethiopia Peasant Association Establishment
Proclamation No. 13071977 as amended.

Power 10 Issue Regulations

The Minister may issue regulations necessary for the pro-

per implementation of this Proclamation.

Effective Date

This Proclamation shall enter into force as of the 1lth
day of March, 1982,

Done at Addis Ahaba, this 24th day of May, 1982

THE PROVISIONAL MILITARY
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL



