MN.R.C.D. 3.
FOREST PROTECTION DECREL, 1974

In pursuance of the National Redemption Council (Esiablishment)
Proclamation, 1972 this Decree is hereby made:

1, (1) Any person who in a Forest Reserve without the written Forest
aunthority of the competent forest authority— olfences,

(&) fells, uprocts, lops, girdles, taps, injures by fire or
otherwire damages any tice or timber;

{b) makes or cultivates any farm or erects any buildiog;

(¢) sets fice to any grass or herbage, or kindles a fire
without taking due precaution to prevent its spread;

(¢} makes or lights a fire conirary 0 any owder of the
Chief Conservator of Forests;

(¢) causes any damage by negligence in felling any tree or
cutting or removing any timber ;

{f) in any way obstructs the channel of any river, stream,
canal or cieek;

{g) hunts, shoots, fishes, poisons water or sets traps or
snares;

{(#) subjects to any manufacturing procass, collects, conveys
or removes any forast produce;

(#) pastures cattle or permits any cattle to trespass,

shatl be guilly of an offeucs wd liable on sumary conviction to
4 fine not exceeding €1,000.066 or to impeisonment not excecding
five vears or to both:

Provided that for & second or subsequent offence wnder this
section an offender shail be liable on summary conviction to a fine
not exmeﬁt}‘mg Z3000.00 oy to imprisonment not sxceeding ton years
or to both, ‘

(2) A peison convicted of an offence under subsection (1) (a)
ar (1} (/) of this section shall, in addition to any other punishment
imposed under this section, be liable to pay to the Commissioner
responsible for Lands twice the commercial value of cach tree or of

the timber or forest produce which is the subject-matter of the
offence.

. {3 A person convicted of an offence under this section shall,
't addition to any other punishment imposed under this section,
be liable to pay to the person whose tights have been infringed such.
compensation as the coturt may direct, '

~ (#) Nothing contained in this section shall prohibit the exercise
in a Forest Reserve by any person of any right which under the
Foroests Ordinance (Cap. 157) for the time being is, or is treated as..
an admitted right. :
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2. Anv person who---

(o) knowingly counterfeits or frauduiently uses upon any
timber or standing trec a mark vsed by Forest Officers
or any registered property mark to indicate that such
timber or trec is the property of some person; or

(b) withourt the written permission of a Forest Office:
alters, defaces or obliterates any mark placed on a tree
or on timber; or

(¢) alters, moves, destroys or defaces any boundary mark
of any Forest Rescrve.

shal be guiliy of an offenve aud Hable on sumuary conviclion 1o u
fine not exceeding ¢1.000.00 or to imprisonmment 1ot exceeding five
years or to both:

Provided thar for a second or subsequent offence under tlis
section an offender shall be liable on summary conviction ¢ & fine
not exceeditig 5,000.00 or (0 imprisonment not exceeding ten years
or 1o both.

3. (I3 Any person who has heen convicted three fimes of an
offence under this Dectes shall be deemed to be prohibited from
owning, operating ov participating in any timber business or timber
concession, and all permits and property marks held by him under
any enactment relating to forests, trees, or timber shall be deemed
10 be forfeited.

{2) Any person who contravenes a prohibition imposed on him
by subsection (1} of this section shall be guilty of an offence and

liable on conviction to imprisonment not exceeding ten years
WItIOut the optiod or a Iinc.

4. (1) Every Forest Officer shall take all necessary stops (o prevent
the commission of an offence under this Decree,

(2) where the Commissioner TCSpOl'ISlD]C TOr Lands IS sausnead
that any Forest Officer has aided, condoned or connived at the
commission of any offence under this Decree, he may order that
such Forest Officer be summarily distaissed.

5. (1) Any Forest Officer may arcest without warrant any psrson
whom he reasonably suspects to have commitied or to have been
concerned in any offence under this Decree, if such person fails to
give his name and address or gives a name or address which is
belicved to be false, or if there is reason to believe that he may
abscond,

(2 A person avrested under this section shall within forty-
cight hours be brought before a Magistrate, if not sooncr released,
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(3} Where there is reason to believe thai an oflence has boen
committed under this Decrec, any Forest Officer may scize all
foroet peoaduce tov which the offence ralatec together with al inctrn-
ments, vehicles and other articles suspected to have been used in
committing the offence.

(#) A Forest Officer who seizes anything under this section
shall place theraon n mark indicating that it has heen eeized and
shall report the selzure to the Commissioner responsible for Lands.

6. (1) A court which convicts any persan of an offence under this yurfuiture
Decree shafl order that all forest produce. instruments, vehicles and dispoa
and other articles in respect of which or by means of which the of urticles.
offence was committed (including auvthing seized under scction 5)
shall be forfeited to the Republic.

{2} Any vehicle or other article which is seized under section 5
and whose owner eannot be ascertained shall, afier the expiration
of foutteen days from the date of seizure, be deemed to be forfeifed
1o the Republic.

(3} A vehicle o other article which 1s seized under scction 5
and whose owner has hean ascertained shall, iT no prosecnfion’’is
brought under this Decree, be restored t¢ s owner.

_{4) Anything which is forfeited to the Republic under this
section may be sold cr otherwise disposed of by the Commissioner

responsible for Lands, and the proceeds applied fot forest rehabibita-
tion:

Provided that where a vehicle Is forfeited, and the Commissioner

i satisfied that the owner was in no way implicated in the offence,
the Commissioner may restore the vehicle to such owner.,

7. The burden of proof that any forest produce has not beeh pyden of
tuken in contravention of this Decree shall tic upon the person in proof,
whose possession it is found. '

8. (1) Every person who exercises any right in or is permitted 0 persons
take any forest produce from o Forest Reserve, and every person bound o
wha is employed in a Forest Reserve, shall be hound to give to any 35t Fowst
Forest Officer without delay any information he may have regarding a
the commission or intended commission of any offence under this
Decree, and shall assist any such officer—

() to extinpuish any fire in the Reserve; -

(h) to prevent any fire occurring nearby from spreading to
the Reserve:

(¢} to prevent the commission of any offence under this
Decree, and to assist in discovering any ofiender,

{2) Any person who contravenes subsection (1) shall be guilty of
an offence and liable on conviction to a finc not exceeding €50.00,
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9. No action shall lie against any person in respect of any ac
done by him in good faith in the execution or intended execution of”
his powers or dutics under this Decree.

10, In this Decree, unless the context otherwise requires;

* cattle  includes cows, sheep, goats, pigs and horses;
* favest produce > incluaes the following, if found in or
brought from a Forest Reserve:—
{a) timber, charcoal, rubber, wood, oil, resin and
natural varnish;
&) trees, plants, leaves, flowers and fruit, and all
uthor pars sl produce of tees and plants;
(&) wild animals and birds and their skins, and
all other parts and produce of wild animals
and birds;
{ch) cges, snails, crabs, fish, silk, hongy and wax;
(¢) peat, surface soil, and minerals other than
minerals within the meaning of any enactment
regulating the working of minerals;
* Forest Rescrve ” mcans a Forest Reserve coustiluted
under section 17 of the Forests Ordinance (Cap. 157);
* timber ** includes trees when they have fallen or have
been felled, and all wood, whether it has been cut up
or fushioned or hollowed out for any purpose or not;

*“tree ™ incledes palms, bamboos, stomps, brushwood
and canes.
11. The following enactments are hereby repealed:—
Sections 22 to 33 of the Forests Ordinance (Cap. 157) .
Forest Offences (Compounding of Fines) Act, 1959 (No. 83)

Forest Offences (Compounding of Fines) (Amendment) Act.
1962 (Act 99)

Section 16 (11} of the Concessions Act, 1962 (Act 124).
Made this 12th day of February, 1974,

CoroneL 1. K. ACHEAMPONG
Chalrman of the National Redemption Council

Date of Gazerte notification: 22nd Febryary, 1974

PRINTED BY THD GHANA PUBLISHING CORPORATION (PRINTING ‘DWISIUN‘
ACCRA-TEMA, GHANA
GPC/A135/4,000/ ﬂu
Price 8p



