
ACT 
OF 4 THE PAR-LTAMENT OF THE REPUBLIC 

OF GHANA 

THE PKEVENXON AND CONTROL OF. PESTS 
AND DISEASES OF PLANTS ACT, 1965 

AN ACT to consolidate with amendments the law relating to the 
prevention snd treatment of pests and diseases of pIants and 
plant quarantine. 

BB IT E I N A ~ D  by the President md the National Assembly in tbis 
present Parhment assembled as follow:- 

Prollibition 1, No person shall keep, sell or offer for sate ox barter or in any 
against wing in way di6tribuk or c e u ~ c  to be distributed auy phut iafcstcd or iulccttd 
d r d  with ~uch  pest or disease as may be prescribed. 
planla. 
Remiction 2. No person shall remove from any land any plant infested or 
on rwnoval 
,f,b, infected with any pest or disease prescribed under section 1 of this 

Act except- 
(a) for the investigation of such pest at disease by an 

inspector; 
(h) for the purpnse of destraying such plant: or 
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(c) far the purpose nfpreseming the prrlltr*? nf such plant 
in a sound, clean and mature condition for srrbsequent 
manufacture for sale or for seed purposes. 

3, (1) Regulations may prescribe the treatmat to be applied to ae& 
auy plarlt. inftstcd 01 irlfcctcd with pcats or di~ascs  or th; measures: 9114 
to be adopted for the extermination and prevention of pests and 
diseases of plants. 

{2) Regulations prescribing the treatment and prevention of 
pests aud diseases uf ph1ts [[my- 

(U) probibit or restrict the -sport of any plant, soil or 
rooting medium to or from a specified area; 

(b) prescribe plants which may or may not be grown in 
any s-ed area; 

(c) require the owner or occupier within any specified area 
to apply or adopt any treatment or measures prescribed 
under this section. 

4. The Minister may by an executive instrument declare any area PoM'.~ to 
infected with or in danger of infection with pats  or diseases of 
plants as an infected area and may oxdet 41 or any plants ia such , ,fh,a. 
area to be removed, and prohibit the use of such area for any purpose 
connected with agm1turc. 

5. (1) Regulations may designate persons to act as inspectors for rns 
tbe pwpses of this Act. of 

(2) Subject to the provisions of this soctlon, an inspector shall 
haw powet to entei at any reasonable time any land, other than a 
dwelling house for the purpose of as~xrn~tl~ng whether there are on 
such land any pests or diseases of plants, or whether conditions or 
&et~mstances exist which in hi8 opinion arc condncive to er d1 
contribute to fie infection of p h t s  with pests or diseases. 

(3) Befoxe entering any land in exercise of powers conferred by 
tbis section, the inspector sbl! inform the occupier, if present, of his 
inteation. 

(4) No person shall obstruct a petson exercising powers wn- 
f e d  bj this section or fail to comply with any direction or require- 
ment made by him in exercise of those powers. 

6. Every inspector shall keep a register in which he shall enter the rnsptot 
following iterds in respect of any land inspected by him- ta keep a 

register, (4 the identity and location of such land: 
(b)  the name af the occupier; 
(c) the pests and diseases found thereon; 
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(4 the treatment or measures directed to he applied; 
(e) the date of inspection; and 
If) such other par6cuhs as may be prescribed. 

Dutiq of 7. Where an inspector, ~ f k r  inspec;ing any land is satisfied 
~ e c u ~ l e r  that..- 
aIkr 
inspaction. (U) any plant thereon- 

(i) shows signs of disease, or 
(ii) is bcing attacked by auy pat; or 

(6) conditions or circumstances exist on such land which in 
his opinion are conducive to, or will contribute to the 
spreading of pests and diseases, 

ne may serve on the occupltr,of rhe I+ a auticc4n writing direcrlng 
such occupler to apply, wiflun such tune as may: be specified in the 
notice, such tteatment or mxy~res as may be prqcribed. 

8. (l) Any inspector may- 
(a) where an occupier of any )and has failed to comply 

with any direction given under section 7 of this Act 
within the speciiied time; or 

(b) where any pest or diwase is fotlnd w any bnd per- 
mitted to go out of mltiwtioft, 

apply such treatment or adopt such measures as he thinks necessary 
for the purpose of preventing, exterminating or restricting, as the 
case may be, any pest or disease. 

(2) Any expeuses incurred by any inspector as a result of any 
treatment or measurea undertaken in respect of any Iaad under 
subsecSlon (1) of tbis section shall be paid by .the occupier to such 
officer as may be prescribed within !hi+ days after notification by 
the inspector o f  the amount due and, $not so paid, the officer may sue 
for or authorise any person on his behalf to sue for and recover it. 

(3) h any action for the recovery of any amount due under 
aubscction (2) of this scction a ccrt&atc undcr thc hand of & 
inspector that suFh expemes have been in- W be prima 
facie evidence of the same. 

Restriction 9. (1) NO PrSOn shall import any plan&, phnt producb, p h t  
on importing disease or pest, soil, manure, grass and other parking materids or 
p'anU* my other material liable to harbour dangerous diseases or pests 

of p l ~ n t ~  pvrppt i ~ n r l ~ r  II parnit ieailpd in nr~nrdnnrp with t h ~  prnvi- 
siona of this section and regulatioas made thereunder. 
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(2) Regulations may prescribe the conditions for the grant of a 
permit for the importation of any of the items mentioned in sub- 
section (1) of this section, and the places to which the items may be 
imported otherwise by post. 

(3) Regulations prescribing the conditions for the importation 
of the said items may provide for the examination of any of the said 
itehs imported into Ghana, and may authorise the destruction or 
treatment, as the case may require, if any of them is found to be 
infested or infected with pests or diseases of plants. 

(4) Regulations made under this section m y  prohibit or 
restrict the importation of any of the items mentioned in subsectioa 
(l) of this section. 

10. For the purpuuc: of c~iIbr~i~ lg  thc provisions' of section 9 of 
of this Act and any regulations made thereunder, regulations may %,"h 
authorise any inspector appointed under section S of this Act- ,,,, ,, 

(a) to examine any luggage or container imported or which 
i s  about to be imported into Ghana; 

(6) enter any conveyance for the purpose of examining 
or inspecting any of the items ment~oned in subsection 
(l) of section 9 of this Act which is about to be imported 
into Ghana. 

11, (1) Without prejudice to section 13 of this Act, any inspector ~orfciture 
examining or inspecting any luggage or conveyance under section ?frsbi" 
10 of &ig Act shall seize any of the items referred to in subsection planls. 
(1) of sbction 9 of this A G ~  which is I xhg imporoed in wntravcntion 
of the said section 9 or any regulations made thereunder and such 
item shall be forfeited. 

(2) Regulations may provide for the disposal of any item 
for f"itd undcr this section, 

12. Regulations made under this Act in relation to importation Rcphtion: 
of plants may be limited in its application to any of the items rclatlng to 
referred to in section 9 of this Act coming fmm particular countries eyFdd 
specified in the regulations. from lore~g 

countries. 

13. (1) Any person who coIltravertes a t l b c ~ t i u ~ ~ ,  ~ q u i ~ w n ~ n t ,  P Y ~ I ~ ~ I I I I K Z ~ .  

conditions or prohibition imposed by or under this Act shaU be ORcnce. 

guilty of an offence under this Act. 
(2) A person guilty of an offence under this Act shaU be 

Ilable on convic~iou !,U a Gur; I~UL cn-diug ono h u n b d  ccdia 
or to a term of imprisonment not exceeding three months. 



d l n c n ~ a -  14. ( 1 )  k ~ y  &=iuons may - 
tion. 

(a) provide in excepttonal cases for the payment to occu- 
piers of land er sotan importer, a proportion of the 
cost of any treatment or measures prescribad: 

(b) provide for the p msnt of compensation to any 
owupier of land or ? o an importer who has sustained 
pecuniary loss by reason of any measures taken under 
this Act. 

(2) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to entitle any 
person as of right to receive wmpensation in respect of measures 
taken under this Act. 

POW M 15. The Minim may by leglsblive imment  make regula- 
make 
rcguladm. t i O n ~  

(a) providing for any matter which under this Act is to be 
provided for by regulations; 

(b) prescribing the fees an charges to be paid in respect 
of any act or thin8 don. $ under any regulation; and 

(c) generally for giving fi$l effect to the provisions of 
this Act. 

Intcrprsta- 16, Jn this Act unless the context otherwise requires- 
tion. 

" container " means any box, basbt, pot, package, case or 
other receptacle or covering; 

" conveyance " means automobiles, Iorries, animal drawn 
vehicles, aircraft, boats and other means of transports- 
tion ; 

"covering " means covering of a plant or of a container; 
"disease" means any disease caused by fungus, bacte- 

rium, virus or other organism which may be injwious 
to agricultural or horticultural crops and includes the 
abnormal conditions' of cocoa trees known as 
" drought dieback " and " swollen shwt "; 

'' inspector " means a person designated as such by section 
5 of this Act; 

" the Murister " means the Minister respomible for agricul- 
ture; 

"occupier of land " inc lub the owner; tenant or any 
person in charge of the land; 

" pest" means any ~ r p n i o m  of an animal or vegetabte 
nature which attach: a plant or which may be 'bju- 
rious to agricultural or horticultural crops; 



'' y l c i ~ ~  am p, . i  PCOCLUCW ' n i ~ ~ ; ~ ~ ,  L!LGS, SXLL titles, 
cuttings, grafts, scions, suckers, buds, fruit pits, and 
ather seeds, roots, t u k s ,  Mbs, rhizomes, shoois, 
Ieaves, flowers and fruits; a#d products from these 
items whether in a natural dried or manufactured 
state ; 

" prescribed " means prescribed by regulations made under 
section f 5 of this Act. 

17. (1) The fulluwi~g euatctmenls arc hcxeby rcpcalcd;- R C ~ W O  

[a) Importatia~l of Mnnts Reyu!ation Ordinancc !Crlp. saviw- 

159); 
(b) F%mt Pests and Diseases Ordinance (Cap. 160). 

(2) Any statutory instrument made under any of the enact- 
mcnts repealed by this Act and in force immediately b~fore the 
commencement of this Act shall continue in force as if made under 
rhe provisions of this Act. 


