
~ur~uipf le~  of the Prouisioaal ~ a t i d  Defence Council (Estab- 5 ;h, 
Iishmmt) Proclamation 19 131, this Law is hereby maae- ,Ab? *. - - .. .** 

J 
3: 

P m  I-IRZGISTRATXON AND UCBNSING OF SMALL-SCALE 
GOLD Amm v 

1. (1) Nstwi&&mding my fsw to the contrary, no pexson riceapl 

shall engage in or ,rdert.&e any small-scale gold mining operation of small* 
mle  gold 

unless tbere is in existence in respect of such m i h g  aperation a mi,ing. 
licence grantea by the Secretary for Eands and Natural Resources 
or by an officer authorised in that behalf by the Secretary. 

(2)An apali~ationfor a licence under this section shallbemade 
du s u ~ h  ffoxns as rfre hrcrary m y  Jisrc;~, tu (hc: rekvant Dis~xi~i  
Centre d the desi$natd area and shall be accompanied by such fee 
as the Wetary may presoriba. 

2. Subject to subsections (1) and (2) of section 75 of the Miner& 2:- 
artcl Mining Law, 1986 (P.N.D.C.L. 153) no licence for a small- . p p l i ~ b  
ade gold &mini% opersbion shall be granted to- for small- 

wde mld 
(a) any penon who is not n citizen of Ghana; minillg 

limntrp. 

(b) any person who has not attained the age of eighteen 
years; or 

(c) any person who is not registered by the District 
Centre in the dooiguatcd area undsr arrb.cction (1)  of 
section 9 of this Law. 

3. Except athexwise pr~vided in this Law, a licence gmanted by Cofiditions 
tba Seaetay  shall h subjectto such conditions as may ha speci5ed ?.Er, 
therein. 11ceuce. 

4 (I) A licence granted under section 1 of this Law to any person ~ ~ ~ ~ t i o ~  of 
or group of persons other than a co-operative society shall be altwncc. 
far a period not exceeding three years frwn the date of issue in the 
first instance and may be renewed thereafter for eu~hfi~rther period 
as the Secretary may determine. 

(2) 4 licence grante to a CO-ope~ative society shall have ctfecf 
for a perrod not exceeamg five years from thedate of issue and may 
be renewed thereafter for sucb further period as the Secretary m a y  
determine. 

(3) The Secretay may by 1egisHtive instrument prcscribcsach 
fees as may be paid far the grant and renewal of a licence t$der+his 
Law. 



District Cen- 
tres and 
their fcrc- 
tions. 
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S. The size ofthe area in respect of whicba iicsncemaybo~ran k d  
ilnder tlis Law shall not exceed- 

{a) three acres irr the case of a grmt to any one person or 
group of persons not exceed& four m number; 

[bj five acres m the case ot; a grant to any grasp of per- 
sons not exceeding nine m nxmber; and 

(c) twenty-five acres in the case of a grant40 a co-opera- 
tive society of ten or more persons. 

6. The Secretary may at any time revoke a licence granted under 
rhi* Law where- 

(a) ha is satisfie that the licensee has colltravenec! or 
failed to comply wltb any of the terms and conditions 
of the licence or any req~lirement of this Law or of the 
Minerals nt~d Mining Law, 1986 (P.N.D.C.L. 153) 
applicable to him ; 

(b) the licensee i s  convicted of any oK~nce relating to the 
smuggling or illgal sale or d e a l q  in gold, or 

(c)  he is satisfied i h ~ t  it: is in the public ihterest to do so. 

7. A lir;er&l;r: g~antetl under thIs law shall not be transferable. 

S. (1) The Minerals Commission s h d  for the purposes of moni- 
toring. small-scale gold mining aperatinn4 ~.;tah\ish in an area dssig- 
nated as n small-scale gold mining operation area under subsection 
( I )  of section 77 of the Minerals and Mining Law, 1986 (P.N.D.C,L. 
1531, a Centre to be known as the District Srnan-scale Gold Mining 
Centre (hereafter in thrs Law referred to as the ("Distric~~Centre"). 

(2)  A District Centre shall in respect of its desjgiiated area hav.e 
the folloning fi~nctions: 

( ra j  compile a register of all smalf-scale gold miners and 
prospective small-scale gold miners specifying etwh 
particu Iars as may be deterrained by the Secre-; 

(b) supervise and monitor the operation and activities of 
the small-scale gold miners and prospective small-scale 
gold miners. 

(C) advise and provide sucn rralnmg facilities anci assistam 
as may be necessary for effective and efficient smalk 
scale gold mining operatioas; 

(4 suhmit to the Mincr~ls Cornmlssron in such,form and 
at such ir~tervals as may he directed by the Commission, 
rcports or other documents and information on small- 
scale gold mining activities within the District. 
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9. ( l )  Any person engaged in or wishing to nndertake any type of Fegisirp- 
snalbnoale gold mining operation shall register with the District ::&$C,i, 
Centre nf lhe ciesigr~aced area where he operates or intends 10 iicen-. 
operate. 

(2) The District Centre shall on the registration of any person 
undarsc~ bsection (1) of this section issue a Certificale ofRegjst~ation 
to sttch person. 

(3) No person shall be granted a licence ulider subsection (1) 
of section 1 unless such person has been registered under subsection 
(1) of this section. 

10. (1)There shzll be established in every designated area a i;;'f;k,%lrg 
SmU-scale Gold Mining Coininittee (hereafter referled to in this c ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  
Law as "the Committee"). 

p) The Committee sball consist of the following members: 

(a) the District Secretary or his representative who shall 
be the Chairman of the Committee ; 

(h)  the  oqirer-in-cnarge OF tho Dintriqt Conttc ; 

(c) a representative of the ~QIVJI  Development and Plan- 
ning Committee of the district ; 

( d )  two representatives of the C.D.R. in the district. 
(3) The Committee shall assist the District Centre to effectively 

monitor, promte and develop small-scale gold mining operatioiis 
in the designated area. 

(4) The membere nP the Committee shall hold uf&e for sueit -- 
periods and on s~lcfi terms and conditions as the Secretary may - 
determine. y , 

.I' 

PART 11-OPERATIONS I J ~  SMALL-SCALE UOLD MINERS 

11, G person licensed to mine gold under this Law may win, mine operations 
and prodwe gold by any effective and efficient method and shall in $$$d 
his operations observe good mining practices, health and safety mmlneta. 

r~.lies and pay due regard to the protection of tne environment, 

12. Where a licence is granted in a desgnated area to any person Cmpensa- 
other than the owner of the land, the licensee shall pay to the owner ~ ~ ~ a $ . u s ~  
of the land such compcnsatiur~ Tor the use of the land as the Secretary 
iua in consultation with the Mjnerab Commission and the Lands r Vn uation Board determine. 

13. No small-scale gold mincr shall use any explosive in his Urn of 
operations. ax~losives 

. prohibiteded. 
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Purchase of 14. A small-scale gold miner may purchase from any antborised mcrmn* mercury dealer such cl?mntit;es of mercury as may be reasonably 
necessary for the purposes of his mining operations. 

EW tions 15. Fbr a period of three years from the date of the couair~g into 
&CCG 0, this L a w ,  all psraona sngcs~d in amau-a~nle gold mining conw tax 

royal. operations shall be exempted from the payment of income tax and 
ties. royalties in respect of such mining operations. 

to 16. Without prej~tdice to any enactment empowering any person 
boy ~nrI or body to purchase and deal in goId,.tne Secretary may in consults- " @* tior, with the Minerals Cornnlission m wrlting, l~cense such persons 

as he may consider fit, to buy and deal in such types and forms of 
gold and under such terms and conditions as may be specified in 
the licence. 

sale ofmld. 17. (I)  Any licensed small-scale gold miner or any person in 
possession of gold may seH srrch gold in his possession to authorised 
buyers only. 

(2) A person shall be prestm~ed to 'be lawfully i> gossessi~n of 
gold until the contrary is proved. 

Sata of 18. Nothing contained in this Law or in any other enactment 
.iBdOn. otc. shall be construed f+s,preclodig any person from dealing with or 

disposing of his gold lewehry, gold a tifact or gold coin to au tho- 
rised dealers or to any person whatsoever. 

oRcnW+, 19. (1) Any person who buys or sellsgoId without a licencegranted 
under this Law or without a valid authority granted under an enact- ment. 
ment for the time being in force shall be guilty of an offence and 
shall on conviction be liable to a fine not exceeding Q5 million or 
to imprisonment for a term not exceeding five years or to both. 

(2) Any person who- 
(a) without a licence granted by the Secretary undertakes 

any small-scab gold mining operation contrary to 
subsection ( l)  of section 1 of this, Law; or 

(b) acts in contravention of any other provision of this 
Law in respect of which ac. offence has not been pres- 
cribed, 

shali be guilty of an offence and shall o~ conviction be liable to a 
fine not exceeding p2 million ox to ircprispnment for a term not 
exceeding 2 years or to both. 
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(3)A court before which any person is convicted under tbis 
l a w  may in ~dditinn to ~ n y  pawlty that. it may imp-+ ~ d e r  the 
forfeiture to €he State. of the gou-or other mineral in respect of 
w k h  the o%nce was committed. 

(4) mere an akn is convicted of an ogence under this l a w  
be shalt after paying thc h e  or scrving any impxisonmcnt imposed 
on him, be liable to deportation under section J 3 of the Aliens 
A&, 1963 (Act 160). 

%l. The Smret~y may 011 the advice: of the ~inera!s Combion ,  Ragulatlons. 
iuad the Chef Inspector of Mines make such reguhtfatzo~s as may be 
aec-sssary for the effktive impiementation of this Law, 

21. I n  this Law nnlass the context otherwise rcqcrires- Intcrpre 
tation. 

"authorised buyer" means a person n~ithorised bq the 
Secretary to buy go kd ; 

"citizen of Ohm" has the same meaning as providcd 
if, sectim 84 (1) of the Minerals and Prijaiag Law, 1986 
p.N,U,C.L. 153) but does not include a public Cor- 
poration; 

"designated area" means an area designated as a 
smalEsde minfxat operation ~ e a  by the Secretary by 
u nodcc published in tLe Gazette. 

"goki" means gold dust, gold b~~llion, retorted gold, 
gold ore, y l d  amalgam, gold allo. precipitates con- 
taining go d, shg, roncentrates, tailings and residue <> $-<c .- - ' 
corlta&ng guld ; 

I 'I . i 
"licensed mall-scale gold miner" means a person :a'.' * 

licensed under this Lav to win and mine gold; .?l I 

. 
"Seoratary means the P;N.D.C. Secretary responJble 

for La& and Natural Resources : 
i'sma&scale gold mining opcmtion" means t ~ e  lniPmg 

of gold by my rnerhod not invdving substantial 
expenditure by an individual or groirp of persons not 
esceeding nine in anmber or by 3 co-operative society 
maQe up of ten or more persons. 

Made this 19th day of Apd, 1989. 

 LT. JERRY JOHN RAWLMGS 
Ch~irrnmi of t2g Pro~isr'onnl National Defsn~e 

Date of Grrzelte notification: 211d June, 1989. 


