NIGERIAN PORTS AUTHORITY (PORT) REGULATIONS
[L.N. 134 of 1955. 154 of 1956.]

under section 45

[Commencement: 22nd December, 1955

1. Short title

These regulations may be cited as the Nigerian Ports Authority (Port) Regulations and
shall, with the exception of regulations 58 to 73, apply to all ports.

2. Interpretation
(1) In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise requires—

“the Act” means the Ports Act;

“Authority” means the Nigerian Ports Authority established under the provisions of
the Act;

“by day” means between sunrise and sunset;

“by night” means between sunset and sunrise;

“cargo” includes all kinds of movable personal property other than animals;

~ “Collision Regulations” means the International Regulations for Preventing Colli-
sions at Sea, 1948;

« : .
dangerous goods” includes explosives, compressed, i

corrosives, poisons, substances giving off inflammable vapou
dangerous by interaction with water Or air, strong oxidising
are liable to spontaneous combustion;

quified and dissolved gases,
rs, substances which become
agents, and substances which

“master” when used in relation to an

- y ship means th
time being in charge of such ship but doe : o

_ or other person for the
§ not include a pilot;

“0il” means oil of any description and in ..
' cludes spirit prod i .
scription and also includes coal tar; pintt produced from oil of any de
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T, con-
: rt-owner, charterer,

: : i ncludes any pa

“owner”, when used in relation to a ship, 1n¢

signee, or mortgagee in possession thereof;
of;
: i has the conduct thereof;
“pilot” means a person not belonging to a ship who

i Act and a place
“port” means each of the places specified in the First S'Cﬁ'edtl}l): ';?":ﬁz et fret Son the
declared to be a port in pursuance of section 6 of the Act within

. : ion 6;

port in pursuance of paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of the said sectio
“power-driven vessel” means any ship propelled by machinery;
“prolonged blast” means a blast of from 4 to 6 seconds’ duration;

. i hatsoever
“ship” includes any ship, vessel, tug, lighter, canoe or boat of any kind w

whether propelled by steam or otherwise or towed, not being a ship propelled by oars,
paddles or poles;

“short blast” means a blast of about one second’s duration;

“small craft” includes barges, lighters, boats or canoes;

“steam whistle” includes any whistle or siren sounded by steam or other means;

“under way” when used in relation to a shi
moored, or made fast to the shore or a
port with her anchor on the ground;

p means when the ship is not at anchor, or
ground and includes a ship dropping up or down a

“quay” includes any quay,

wharf, pier, breakwater or other landing place belonging to
or operated by the Authority.

(2) Inrelation to any port—

“approach to a port” means any navigable channel declared to be an approach to
that port under section 6 of the Act;

“dock superintendent” means a

dock superintendent duly app
for that port and shall include his dul

: ointed by the Authority
y authorised deputies and a

ssistants;
“harbour master” means a harb

our master duly appointed b
under section 44 of the Act and sha

y the Authority
Il include his du ty for that port

ly authorised deputies and assistants,
Entrance of ships and theiy management while in 4 port
3. Application of Regulations and Collision Regulations

The master of a ship navigat

ing in a port or in an approach to a port
: . s n shall observe and
obey these Regulations and the Collision Regulationg so far as consigtent therewith.
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4. Harbour master to be notified of expected time of arrival of a ship

The owner or agent of a ship shall give as long notice as possible in writing to the har-
bour master of the expected date and time of arrival of a ship at a port.

5. Ships not to obstruct free passage

The master of a ship shall not cause or permit the ship to manoeuvre, (ti:)me to anchg;
or be moored or placed so as to obstruct in any manner whatsoever the free passage
any part of a port.

6. Speed of ships

The master of a ship shall navigate the ship in a port at a moderate speed.

7. Draught of ships

The master of a ship within a port shall comply with any instructions of the harbour
master regulating the draught of the ship.

8. Use of steam whistles prohibited

The master of a ship shall not cause or permit a steam whistle or other sound signal on

the ship to be operated within a port, except as may be otherwise provided in these Regu-
lations or the Collision Regulations.

9. Silencers to be fitted to mechanically propelled ships

No person shall navigate in a port any ship fitted with an internal combustion engine
unless the ship is fitted with an efficient silencer to the satisfaction of the harbour master.

10. Emission of smoke

The master of a shi

p shall not cause or permit smoke in volume to be emitted from the
ship within a port.

11. Ship’s national colours in a port

The master of a ship shall cause the national colours of the country to which the ship
belongs to be carried at the stern or at the gaft of the ship whenever the ship is under way
1n a port during the hours of daylight. :

12. Ships in narrow channels

The master of a power-driven vessel navigati : R 1
gating against the tide in a
a port shall ease her speed, an : narrow channel in

d if necessa , Stop and all : G s .
the tide to pass clear of her, Iy, stop OW another ship navigating with

13. Ship not under command
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14. Turning short round

) : d about to turn

The master of a power-driven vessel which is pnder waydlilrll afr())(l)lrrt sinort blasts of the

through 180 degrees shall wam an approaching Shlp oy Slol;l . Oneg short blast if turning to
whistle in rapid succession followed after a short interval by

starboard and two short blasts if turning to port.

15. Ships to keep clear when Flag “N” is exhibited

r
The master of a ship shall cause the ship to keep clear of any buoy, bt?aﬁz;l’css(;g gf
place on which by day the letter “N” over “first substl.tute -of the Iptenll? 10 5 dei o
Signals is hoisted and by night there is exhibited three lights in a vgrtzcal ine onf(:1 e
other, not less than six feet apart, the highest and lowest of the lights being red a
middle light white,

16. Signals for dredgers

Where a passage between a dredger when moored or in a dredging position or yvhen
engaged in mobile dredging in a channel or fairway and the side of the channel or fairway
1s obstructed by the moorings or operations of the dredger, the master of the drnger shall
Cause to be carried where it can best be seen a black ball or shape on the side of the
dredger on which the channel or fairway is obstructed to indicate that the channel or fair-

way 1s obstructed on that side, or a black ball or shape on both sides of the dredger to
indicate that the channel or fairway is obstructed on both sides.

17. Ships to pass other ships engaged on Survey or underwater operations slowly

The master of a ship approaching another ship engaged in survey, underwater opera-
tions or dredging, shall sound three prolonged blasts of the whistle and shall not attempt

to pass the other ship except at dead slow speed and on the side indicated as being safe to
pass.

18. Navigation of small craft

(1) The master of a small craft shall not anchor in an

: y channel or fairway within a
port in such a way as to obstruct or interfere with ships navigating such channel or fair-
way.

(2) All small craft when passing or being passed in an

port, whether by day or night, shall keep out of the way of ships navigating such channe]

or fairway; and before attempting to cross or enter waters usually navigated by ships the
master of a small craft shal] stop and observe that no ships are approaching,

19. Master to give notice of explosives etc., to harbour master

(1) The master of a ship, other than one of the ships of the Government of the Federa-
tion, loaded with explosives, petroleum or other in

flammable liquids, or dangerous goods
shall on arriving at a port give notice thereof to the harbour master, g g0ods,

[Issue 1] NPS -6




Nigerian Ports Authority Act - Subsidiary Legislation

20. Ship’s guns to be unloaded on entering a port

The master of a ship other than one of the ships of the Government of the Federation,
shall on the ship entering a port cause any loaded guns on board to be uplo_ad_ed e.md to
remain unloaded during the time the ship is in a port and except when a ship is in distress
or in want of assistance the master shall not cause or permit a gun or rocket to l?e fired or
blue light to be burned on board the ship while in a port without the permission of the

harbour master.

21. Discharging firearms

No person shall keep or discharge a firearm loaded with ball or shot within a port.

22. Master to make declaration (if requested) on arriving at a port

The master of a ship arriving at a port shall (if requested by the harbour master) rpake,
subscribe and deliver to the harbour master as soon as is practicable a declaration in the
form to be obtained from him giving a true statement of—

(@)  the name and description of the ship;

(b)  the tonnage of the ship;

(¢)  the name of the master;

(d)  the place from which the ship has arrived;
(e)  the port or place to which the ships belongs;
) the draught of water of the ship;

(g)  particulars of the cargo;

() the name and address of the owner and agent.

23. Master to deliver account of ballast. Ballast not to be discharged without
permission

The master of a ship entering a port in ballast (other than wat ithi
. . er) shall, within twel
hours after the arrival of the ship, deliver to the harbour master a tr|)1 S

of the quantity of such ballast and shall not discharge or cause or all
any such ballast from the ship without the permission of the harbo
place within a port other than a place specially appointed for that p

€ account in writing
OW to be discharged
ur master, or at any
urpose.

24. No ship to enter or leave port without permissi
m
then only in proper order p ission of the harbour master and

No person shall take or attempt to take any ship other than one owned by any of the
armed forces of the Federation, Federal or State Government, into or out of a port without

the permission of, or in disobedience to the directions of the harbour master and then only

in the proper order and succession appointed by the harbour master having regard to
other ships about to enter or leave the port. ’ =
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. i ther ship
25. Ships not to berth alongside ano be berthed alongside another

i ip to
The master of a ship shall not cause or permit the ship  with the consent of the

. 5 ; uay excep
ship at a mooring maintained by the Authorty of at a quay
harbour master.

26. Harbour master may board ships

) : t any time
The harbour master and any person duly authorised by the Authority may at any

board any ship entering or being within a port.

. ; iecti ear
27. Master to provide ropes and men for mooring ship and to have projecting g
turned in, etc.

(1) The master of a ship entering, leaving or mooring in a port she}ll have m}(lannm 1at(;
tendance to run check ropes to the pierheads, quays, buoys or dolphins, and sha 3 2
have sufficient men in attendance for mooring purposes. All boats shall be lowered or
turned in board, all projecting gear shall be got in and both anchprs shall be ready for
letting go. At least one anchor shall be lowered clear of the hawse pipe.

(2) In the case of ships not being suitably found with the necessary gear, check ropes
or moorings may be supplied by the harbour master at the expense of the ship.

28. Ships to be moored, etc., as directed and not to be moved without permission

(1) The master and crew of a ship in a port shall moor, anchor, place, load, unload or
move, and shall cease to moor, anchor, place, load, unload or move, such ship in accor-
dance with the directions of the harbour master; and when any such ship has been
moored, anchored or placed in any berth or place, no person shall move or attempt to
move or cause the ship to be moved therefrom, except in case of emergency, without the
permission of or contrary to the directions of the harbour master.

(2) No person shall cast off a warp or other mooring except with the permission of the
harbour master.

29. Ropes, etc., to be fastened to mooring buoys, etc.

_ No master or member of the crew of a ship, or other person, shall, without the permis-
sion of the harbour master, make fast any rope, chain or tackle from the ship to any prop-

erty of the Authority, or to anything on land within a port other than the mooring buoys

dolphins, bollards or rings provided by the Authority for that purpose.

30. Competent person to be left in ch i :
tended top P arge of ship and moorings to be carefully at-

(1) The owner or master of a ship in a port shall not . _
unless he shall leave in charge thereof som absent himself from such ship

. b € person who sh i :
the ship while the ship shall be afloat, and shall be q“alisﬁ :(111 continue in attendance of

: g and competent to shift

move the ship and attend to the moorings of the shj as th g sl
eh .

as may be necessary. 5 arbour master shall direct, or

(2) Such person shall carefully attend to the moorj .
ciency thereof, and shall cause them to be slackened 188 of the ship, and to the suffi-

or hove in from time to time as may
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ing done to that or to
be necessary on the rise and fall of the water t0 prevent damage being
c

any other ships or to the port.

31. Adequate fire watch to be kept on dangerous goods

i em-
(1) The master of a power-driven vessel, other than one of the ships of the Gov

i ble liquids or
ment of the Federation having explosives ?r petr(zalre‘:irr?vz; 3:3};111?3::2::3ance :)ln small
w -

oods on board and the master of a po < tn amoTt
gf:t%ehr:\lrli;g similar substances on board shall, when such ves;ellc ortsggatlrll ;r?lil’te 1:68561;; a),,
at all times have a sufficient crew on board and a proper watc hep O ren wessel or
be adequately manned to ensure immediate action to cll'nofve tthe p o the R oo

i ired i d to provide for the oper
small craft if so required in an emergency an
pliances of the power-driven vessel, including portable emergency fire pumps.

(2) For the purpose of this regulation «explosives” and “petroleum” have th; sallme
meaning as is given to those terms in the Explosives Act and Petroleum Act respectively.

[L.F.N. 2004 Cap. E18. L.F.N. 2004 Cap. P10.]
32. Outbreak of fire

In case of an outbreak of fire on board a ship within a port the master of the ship shall
take immediate action with the ship’s fire fighting equipment and ensure that the.harbour
master, dock superintendent and the fire brigade are notified at the earliest possible mo-

ment and shall also give warning by the continuous sounding of the ship’s whistle and by
day hoisting the letters “NQ” of the International Code of Signals.

33. Watchmen to be provided for lights or fires on ships

Whilst any open light or fire shall be used on board a ship at or alongside a wharf, the

master of such ship shall provide and keep at least one person continually on board who
shall be specially charged with the care of such light or fire.

34. Gangways to be provided, securely placed and fastened

(1) The master of a ship shall cause all gangways or accommodation ladders used for
the purposes of access to or egress from the ship to be provided and placed in a safe posi-
tion, duly protected and securely fastened and to be SO maintained at all times when in
use.

NPS -9 [Issue 1]




Nigerian Legislation Service

y, one light to be fixed at the ship

Cor S ppes tigensyiteient lights| ot SRy gg fixed at the quay end of the gang-

end of the gangway and the other light to be
way; and

(c)  cause each gangway to be attended by a watchman.

36. Restrictions on landing cargo

. the ship in
The master of a ship shall not cause or permit any cargo todbe ll(ande;iﬁi?;l dent. e
a port except at a quay or elsewhere with the permission of the dock sup

37. Superintendence during loading and discharging

The master of a ship in a port shall during all the time she is engaged in 1_03d13gﬂ(:r
discharging, remain or leave some other person on board competent to superinten €
loading or discharging.

38. Sanitary arrangements whilst ship in port

The master of a ship shall keep such closets and urinals on bpgrd as may be directed
by the harbour master closed and locked during the time the ship is in a port.

39. Ship’s side discharges to be covered when alongside a quay

The master of a ship shall cause all the side discharges of the ship to be covered to the

satisfaction of the harbour master before the ship is made fast to a quay and during the
period the ship is berthed at a quay.

40. Ships at quay not to draw fires or dismantle engines

41. Engines not to be worked alongside a quay

No person shall work the engines of a power-dri
to be so worked without the permission of the h

regulation the expression “tria]” does not include the normal warming thy g
: ; G
prior to moving. & through of engines

42. Repairs to ships

The master of a ship shall not cause or permit an .
. : ; } Y works for the no .
ing of .the ship to b(; carried out during the time the ship is alongside a‘SYu;epalr or scrap-
the written permission of the harbour master and shall take such preca?lt' o il
bour master may direct to prevent dirt and other heavy materials fr 1f(_’fll§ as the har-
water. om falling into the

43. No refuse, etc., to be deposited in the water
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44. Cargo and ship’s gear falling into the water to be reported

The master of a ship from which any cargo or ship’s gear falls into the water shall rer-l
port the occurrence immediately to the harbour master and shall recover the same as SO0

as is practicable.

45. Damage by ships to property of the Authority

i i ther harbour works, plant,
The master of a ship which causes damage to a quay or 0
machinery or property of the Authority shall forthwith report the occurrence to the har-

bour master.

46. Fouling of moorings or cables

If at any time the anchor of a ship hooks any moorings or any electric cables v;nthn:n a
port the master of the ship shall not proceed to unhook the same bpt shall forthvylth give
notice thereof to the harbour master in order that aid may be given for clearing such
moorings or cables without doing damage to the same.

47. Lost anchors and cables to be reported

(1) The master of a ship shall report the loss, by parting or slipping, of any anchor
chain or cables within a port to the harbour master and shall inform him _of the correct
bearings of the point where such anchor chain or cable was buoyed and if the harbour

master so directs, the master of the ship shall cause such anchor chain or cable to be re-
covered immediately.

(2) The master of a ship shall report to the harbour master any collision in which the

ship is involved occurring in a port and the position of any ship sunk as a result of a
collision.

Removal of obstructions

48. Removal of obstructions

(1) Any person beipg the owner or in charge of or responsible for causing any ob-
struction, whether floating or submerged, within a port, shall if so directed by the harbour
master, remove such obstruction within such time as the harbour master may specify.

(2) If such person fgils to remove the obstruction within the specified time the har-
bour master may cause it to be removed and may recover the expense of removal from

such person or if no such person can be found, the obstruction when
. removed by th -
bour master may be sold to defray the expense of such removal. Y the har

49. Breaking up and removing wrecks in a port

No person being the owner of any wrecked or stra i i 1
nded ship or his duly authorised

agent or servant, shall attempt to salve or break up such wreckedlz)r subrnerge):i ship \?rith-

out the written permussion of the harbour master first being obtained and if so required by

the harbour master providing sucl} security as the harbour master may consider reasonable
and sufficient to ensure the effective removal of such ship, or any portion thereof from the
waters of the port.
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