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Decree No.19

[31st March 1966]

THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT hereby decrees as

follows :— i

| _ Partl
“2

“OFFENCES
e

1. In‘this Deéree “Indian hemp” means--

(a) any plant or part of a plant of the genus cannabis ; or

(b) the separated resin, whether crude or purified, obtained from any

plant of the genuscannabis ; or

(c) any preparation containing any such¥esin, .

by whatever name that plant, part, resin or preparation maybecalled.

2.—(1) Any person who knowinglyplants or cultivates any plant of the

genus cannabis shall be guilty ef an offence and beliable on conviction to be

sentenced either to death or to imprisonment for.a term of not less than

twenty-one years.
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(2) A person charged with an offence underthis section shall be triedHigh Court within whose Jurisdiction

3.--(1) Any person who

(2) imports any Indian hemp; or.
(6) knowinglysells any Indian hemp,

shall be guilty of an offence and be liable on Conviction to be sentenced eitherto death or to imprisonmentfor a term of not less than fifteen years :Provided that this subsection shall not apply to the importation or salepf any medical preparation of Indian hemp in circumstances such that nopifence against the Dangerous Drugs Actis committed thereby,
(2) A person charged with an offence under this section shall be triedummarily by a single judge of the High Court within whose jurisdictionWas committed. .*

4, Subject to this Deeree, any person’ who exports any Indian hemphall be guilty of an offence and be liable on conviction to imprisonmentpra term of not less than ten vears,

Se (1) Any person who
(a) smokes any Indian hemp; or ;
(6) knowinglyhas any Indian hempin his Possession,hall be guilty of an offence and he hable on conviction to imptisonment forterm ofnotless than ten Veary 2
Provided that paragraph (4) above shall not apply to the possession ofa. medical preparation of Indian hemp in circumstances such that no0 ence against the Dangerous Drugs Act is committed thereby.(2) For the Purposes of this section a.person shall not be*treated asssessing any Indian hemp where that Indign hemp - o(a) is in transit under and in accordance with theof the Dangerous Drugs Acts or |

(6) having been brought into Nigeria in transit, is diverted under and’n accordance with those provisions,

provisions of Part:V

d his possession of that Indian hemp is in connection with and for the
rsion thereof, as the case may be,

6. Any person who knowingly has in his possession any pipe or ‘othersil for use in connection with the smoking of Indian hemp shall bety of an offence and beliable on conviction to imprisonmentfor a termnotless thantis

ou

C Vears,
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7.—(1) Any person who, being the occupier of any premises, permitsse premises to be used for any of the following purposes, that is to Say—(a) seHing Indian hemp;
(6) smoking Indian hemp; or
(c) preparing Indian hempfor smoking,

liable on conviction to imprisonmentfor
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Provided that paragraph (a) above shall not applyto the use of premisesfor the sale of any medical preparation of Indidn hempin circumstances such.that no offence against the Dangerous Drugs Act is committed thereby.
(2) Any person who in any Wayassists in the commission of an offenceunder subsection (1) above shall be guilty of an offence and beliable onconviction to imprisonmentfor a term ofnot less than ten years.

. Part II

SUPPLEMENTARY

8.—(1) Every magistrate in any part of Nigeria shall, notwithstandinganything contained in any enactment, have jurisdiction for the summarytrial ofany offence undersections 4 to 7 of this Decree and may impose thepunishmentprovidedby this Decree for such an offence.
(2) Subsection (1) aboye shall be without prejudice to the operation ofthe Children and Young Persons Act or any corresponding enactment inforce in any part of Nigeria.

9.—(1) Subject to subsection (2) below,if in any proceedings for anyoffence against the Dangerous Drugs Act the facts proved in evidencewould justify a conviction for an offence underthis Decree, the accusedshall be found guilty of the offence under this Decree and shall thereuponbe punished as if he had been charged with and convicted of the last-mentioned offence.

(2) Nothing in subsection (1) above shall affect the validity of aconviction of or sentence for an offence against the Dangerous Drugs Actunless in the course of the trial, and before the conviction, objection wasmade that, by reason of that subsection, the accused ought not to he con-victed thereof but ought instead to be convicted of an offence under:this °Decree.

10.—(1) Where a male person apparently under the age of nineteenyears is convicted of an offence under this Decree then, notwithstandinganything in anyotherlaw, the, court— =
(a) shall have powerto sentence the offender to caning,either in additionto or instead of any other punishmentor order which the court has powerto impose or make ; and may specify any numberofstrokes not exceedingforty-nine; and :
(4) unless it appears to the court that there are strong reasons whyitshould not do so in his particular case, shall sentence the offender tocaning ; and we

f

. 0 .
(c) if it specifies more than twelve strokes, shall direct the sentencetobe carried out on successive days by instalments of which each (or, ifthe total numberof strokes specified is not a multiple of seven, each exceptthe last) shall consist of seven strokes.
(2) Subject to subsection ( 1) above, the provisions of anylawrelatingto the execution of sentences of caning shall apply in relation to any suchsentence imposed byvirtue of that subsection. :
(3) References in this section to conviction and to sentence shall, inrelation to a juvenile court, be construed respectively as references to thecourt beingsatisfiedof the offender’s guilt and to the makingof an order.
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(4) ‘The provisions ofthis, sedtion shall be without prejudice to anyposver to impose sentences of caning conferred by any otherlaw.
(5) In its application to Eastern, Western and Mid-Western Nigeriathis section shall have effect with the substitution of references to whippingfor references to caning.

Measures 11. Without prejudice to section 10 of this Decree, where a person underfor thd age ofseventeen years is tried by a juvenile court in any part of Nigeriareforming foran offence under this Decree and the court is satisfied of his or her guilt,and young the court, in considering the mannerin which. the case should be dealt with,Persons shall have particular regard to the need to preventa repetition of the offencefound guilty tand shall accordingly, unless it appears to the court that there are strongofoffences. reasons whyit should not do so in that particular case, either—
(a) place the offender under the Supervision of a probation officer ; or
(4) send himto an approved institution ; or
(c) commit him to the care ofa fit person ; or
(2) order his parent or guardian to give security for his goodbehaviour.

Forfeiture. 12. Where any person is convicted ofE
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all articles (including any vehicle or vessel)

involving the doing of

any offence under this Decree,
used by him in connection withoffence shall be forfeited ; and where any suchforfeited article is a pipeother utensil for use in connection with the smoking of Indian hemp,court mayorder it to be destroyed.

proceedings for any offence under this Decreg
any thing knowingly or the having of anything inS possession knowingly, it is proved or admitted that the accused did

13. Where, in any

that, thing or had that thing in his possession, he shall be taken to have donet of

had
itinhis

possesshadit in his possession knowingly unless he proves the contrary.
14.—(1) The Dangerous Drugs Act shall have effect subject to the
  gonsequential on the foregoing

dments specitied in the Schedule of this Decree, being amendments
provisions of this Decree.

(2) The followingprovisions of the Dangerous Drugs Act, that isto say—

shal
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n

Drugs Act.

section IN (Powers ofinspection)
section 21) (4) (Attempt to commit offence, incitement etc.)section 20) (5) (Offences by companies) “section 2] (Burden of proof)
section 22 (Power ofarrest) i
applyin relation to offences under this Decree as they apply in relationfences against the Dangerous Drugs Act.

15.—-(1) This Decree may be
shall apply throughout Nigeria,
(2) In this Decree the expressions “import”, “export”, “transit” andtransit” have the meanings assigned by section 2 of the Dangerous

cited as the Indian Hemp Decree 1966

(3) In this Decree any reference to a person’s having anything in his poss

td p
ssion includesa reference tohis having it underhis control, and referencespssessian shall be construed accordingly.
(4) Nothing in this Decree shall apply in relation to anything donebefore the commencement of this Decree.   
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Section 15, SCHEDULE

AMENDMENTS OF DANGEROUS DRUGS ACT (CAP. 48)

Section 2

For the definition of “Indian hemp” there shall be substituted the- :following definition—
‘“Indian hemp” means—

(a) any plantor part of a plant of the genus cannabis ; or
(4) the separated resin, whether crude or purified, obtained from any

plant of the genus cannabis ; or
(c) any preparation containing any such resin, ,by whatever namethatplant, part, resin or preparation maybecalled; ’.

Section 4

The words from “and resins” onwards shall be omitted.
. ts

Section 5

The whole section shall cease to have effect.

Section 8 . .
After subsection (3) there shall be inserted the following subsection
‘(4) Without prejudice to the provisions of the Indian Hemp Decree1966 relating respectively to medical preparations of Indian hemp and toIndian hempin transit andits diversion, nothing in any regulations madeunderthis sectionshall render lawful anything which is an offence underthe Indian Hemp Decree.1966.’

Section 11
In the definition of “dangerous drug”—
(2) in paragraph(a), after the word “leaves” there shall be inserted theword “‘and”’, and the words from “‘andresins” to “base” shall be omitted;and

(5) in the proviso, for the words “section 5” there shall be substituted_ the words “theIndian Hemp Decree 1966”,

Section 22 =
The words from “if he” onwards shall be omitted.

DaTED at Lagos this 31st day of March 1966.

Mayor-GeneraLJ. T. U. Acutyt-IRonst,Head of the Federal Military Government,
Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces,_ Federal Republic of Nigeria
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