
Inland Fisheries 1992 No. 106 A 12 

Decree No. 108 

THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT hershy decrees as 
follows:- 

V.-(I) As from the commencement of this Decree, no person shall Lii.cn51ny $ 8 '  

operate a motor tishing craft (in this Decree referred to as a "craft") w i tbn  the tihh~ns L : . , l 1  

Inland Waters o f  Nigeria unless a licencc in respect of that craft ha5 hfcn issued 
to the owner or operator o f  the craft under this Decree. 

(2 )  A person who uperales ur causes to he operated a craft in 
contravention o f  subsection (1) o f  this section i s  guilty of an oftincc and icahle 
on conviction to a tine not exceeding #S00 or imprisonment tor a term ut SIX 

months or to both such fine and imprisonment. 

2,-(1) An application for a licence under this Decree shall hc inirdc in Appl~iati%b<i 
writing to the comtkssioner in  such form and manner i s  inay he prescrihrd h: a l~vcncc. 
the Commissioner and shall - 

(a) contain the particulars and description o f  the craft in respcct c,f 
which the application is made; 

(h) state in  sufficient details 

(i) the method to k employed in  tishing, and 

(ii) the arm within which i t  is proposed that the craft i s  to lit. 
operated; 

(c) he accompanied hy such fee as the Commissiu. ?rcxc. 

(3) The Commissioner may, hefore'considering an applicat, eqliire 
thc applicant - 

(a) to satisQ him - 

(i) that the craft is properly constn~~ted and equipped: and 

(ii) that the form and construction o f  the fishing nds, fishing 
gear and other aluipinmt intended for i~sc in tishing arc 
adequate fc~r the purpose o f  the tishing operation: 

(h) to supply such other infor~wation as he may require to cn;ll,i, II~III 
to reach a decision un the applicat~on. 
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l ~ u a n c c  and 3.41) The Commissioner shall issue to a successIi11 applicant a licence 

aliditv for the craft subject to such conditions as he may deem necessary. 

.:! licence. (2) A licence issued under this Decree shall be valid for ono year and 
expire on 31st D,ecember every year. 

(3) Where the craft IS to be operated in  a hody ot  water shared by two 
or more States, the o-r or operator o f  the craft shall notbr: required to ohta~n 
more than one licence m a prtmcuiar year. 

(4) The holder o f  a licence under this Decree shall, not later than one 
month before its expiration, apply to the Commissioner for a licence to take 
e f f e t  from the expiry o f  the current l~cenm. 

ticatmon mark 4.-(1) The owner or operator o f  a craft shall exhibit the registration 
hiny crafts. number of the craft on hoth sides of the crati in  hold letters with a pretix 

reflecting the State of registration. 

(2) A pzrson WHO fails to exhibit a registrrtion numhcr on his  craft as 
required under suhsection ( I )  of this section i s  guilty o f  an offcnce and liahle on 
conviction to a tine o f  W250 or imprin)nment ti)r a term of three months or to 
hoth such tine and imprisonment. 

.t~on on 5.41) No person shall tjsh with a gear constructed with net wehhing o f  
t ish~ng less than 76 millimetres except where the gear consists of - 

ctc. 

(a) pelagic trawl nets used for fresh water sardines, that is, clupeids, 
which are used with outboard engines o f  not more than 25 Horse Power 
capable o f  operating trawl net with 3 millimetres cod-ad; or 

(h) liti nds used for fresh' water sardines constructed with 3-5 
millimetres stretched mesh wehhing. 

(2) No single fishing unit shall operate with a single net or a 

canhination of nets exceeding 500 metres of 3 millimetres mesh s i x  and above. 

(3) A person who contravenes a provision of suhsection ( I )  or (2) I I ~ '  

this section is guilty o f  an offence and liahle on c<~nv i~ t ion  to a fine o f  W500 
or imprisonment for a term of six months or to hoth such tine and imprisonmnent 
and, in  addition, the net and catch shall he forfeited to the Governmcn! of the 
State in which thz offence was committed. 

~hmt~un ot 6.-(1) Except ti)r elcctro-tishing and the use of chcmmcals tor the 
:hudox tish~ng purpose o f  research, no pcrson shall takc or destroy or attempt to takc or 

i l l s .  destroy any fish within the Inland Waters of Nigeria hy any o f  the fol low~ng 
methods, that i s  - 



(a) the use o f  explosive suhstance; 

(h) the use of  noxions or poisonons matter; or 

(c) the use of elatricity. 

(2) A person who contravenes a pruvision o f  suhstxtion ( I )  o f  this 
section is guilty o f  an offence and liahle on conviction to a fine of  H3000 or 
~mprisonment for a term o f  two years or to both such fine and imprisonmant. 

7.-(1) The opcrator o f  a craft in respect o f  which a licence has hem Declaration of  
issued under this Decree shall - catch. etc. 

(a) declare his catch to a nominated G~wernment Agent when required 
to do su hy the Government Agent: 

(h) permit a Commissiorrer or a person authorised hy him or a 

Government Agent to inspect the catch either before or after i t  has h e n  
landed; and 

(c) give the Commissioner, person or Government agent, as the case 
may he, all reasonable facilities in  respect o f  the inspection c ~ t '  the 
catch. 

(2) A person who contravenes a pmvision of  su,hs&tion ( I )  of this 
section i s  guilty of an offence and liahlc on conviction to a tine of N S W  or 
imprisonment for a term o f  three months or to hcrth such tine and imprist~nment. 

g.-({)  N o  person shall export or import a live tish or any other aquatic Prohibition of 
animal without the permission of the Minister. export or 

impon o f  
(2) A person who contravenes a provision o f  suhswtion ( I )  u f  this l ive tish. etc. 

section is guilty o f  an offence and liahle on conviction to a fine o f  H25.MM or 
imprisonment for a terrn o f  five ymrs or to both tine and impriwnment and, in. 
addition, the fish or aquatic animal shall he fi~rfeited to the Federal Government. 

(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of sohsection ( I )  of this sectiun, the 
Minister may, from time to time, export or Import a specialised specie o f  t k h  
or other aquatic animal for the purpose of exchange of fishery information or 
for rea rch .  

9.-(1) A Commissioner may at his discretion declare as closed. for the C l o d  a r w  
Pw'posa of fishing within the jurisdiction of a State, such area or season us he and w n s .  
muY deem tit and the Minister may at his discretion dwlare as closed, for the 
same purpose, a body o f  water shared hy two or more States. 
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Constru~tlon o f  
dam, weirs. 

harriers. etc. 

Pn~tect~on o f  fish or 
fish products agalnst 
contanunatlon and 
infection 

Offences hy hodieb 
corporate. etc. 

(2) A person who fishes in  a closed arm or during a c l o d  season in  
contravention o f  subsection ( I )  o f  this section is guilty o f  an offence m d  liah!c 
on conviction to a tine o f  N3.000 or imprisonment for a term o f  two years  or^ 

to hoth such fine and imprisonment. 

10.-(I)The appropriate authority shall regulate and control thehuild~ng 
o f  dams. weirs or other fixed harriers or ohstmctions to ensure a f rm  m6vement 
o f  fish, and where permissicm is granted to a person to huild a dam. welr or 
other fixed harrier or obstruction, tish ladders shall he huilt to ensure fr% 
movement o f  tish. 

( 2 )  A person whc, contravenes a pruv~sion o f  suhsection (1) of t h~s  
section is guilty of an offence and liahle on conviction t o n  fine of N50.000 or 
imprisonment for a term o f  ten years or to hoth such fine and imprisonment and. 
in  addition the dam, weir or other fixed harrier or ohstmction, if any, shall he 
destroyed. 

(3) In  thissection. "appmpriate authority" means the body charged with 
the responsibility for matters relating to the cunstruction o f  dams and other tixed 
harriers. 

I I .-(I) N o  person shall spray noxiow chemicals on fish or tish pr(~dt~cth 
and no contaminated, infected or spoiled fish shall k sold or offered f < ~ r  sale. 

(2) A person who contravenes a provision of suhsection ( I )  of.' this 
section is guilty o f  an offence and liahle on conviction to a tine o f  W200 or 
i~nprisonment for a term o f  two months or to hoth such fine and imprisonment 
and, in  addition, the contaminated, infated or spoiled fishor tish product shall 
he destroyed. 

12. Where an offence under.this Darez  is committed hy a h ~ d y  
corporate or f i rm or other association o f  individuals - 

(a) every director, manager, secretary or bther similar officer o f  the 
hody corporate; or 

(h) every partner or ofticcr o f  the firm; o r  

(c) every trustee o f  the hody c<~nccrned; or 

(d) every person concerned in the management o f  the affairs of the 
association; or 

(e) every person who was purporting t t ~  act in  a capacity r e k r r d  to ln  
paragraphs (a) to (d) o f  this section: 
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is severally guilty of that offince and liahle to k procluled against and 
punished for that offence in the same manner as if he had himself committed the 
offmce unless he proves that the act or omission const~tuting the offence took 
place without his knowledge, consent or connivance. 

13.-(\)The provisions of this Decree shall he enforced hy such officers Enforcement. 
as may k authorised by the Minister or Commissioner, as the case may k. 

(2)  An authorixd officer may within the Inland Waters of Nigeria for 
the purposes of enforcing a provision of this Decree - 

(a) require the owner or oprrtor of a craft in respect of whkh a 

licence has k n  issued to exhihit his licence, tishing apparatus and 
catch: 

(h) go on board a crati to swrch and eaamine the craft and any fishing 
apparatus that may k them and collect statistical information; and 

(c) where there is r&wn to suspect that an o f h c e  under this Decree 
has k e n  committed. take the alleged offender and the craft, fishing 
apparatus and catch to the most convenient post or police station. 

(3) The power veded in an authorised officer under subsection ( 2 )  of 
this section may k exercised hy him without warrant, summons or other legal 
process. 

(4) A craft or tishing apprratus rdken from an alleged offender under 
paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of this section may he detained priding the salc 
of the catch, and the prwluls of the sale shall he retained pending the trial. 

14. Any craft, tishing apparatus or money detained or retained under. Return uf 

subsection (4) of section 13 of this Decree shall, unless forfeited under the craft. 
provisions of this Decree. k returned to the person from whom i t  was taken or aPPardtus. "lc. 

to its lawful owner. to lawtill owner. 

15. Suh,ject to the provis~ons of t h ~ ~  Decree, the Min~ster may mskc Rcgulat~ons. 
regulations - 

(a) to provide guidelines aimed at encouraging persons engaged in the 
fishing industry to make voluntary arrangements on a comparative or 
other basis for the selling of fish or the huying of equipment. supplies 
and other requisites for the fishing industry and to provide for financial 
or other assistance tbr hringing the arrangement into operation; 

(h) to regulate the handling. 'processing and storage o f  tish or fish 
products on cnRs or on-shore and the t ime and places at and in which 
the landing of fish m y  k effwted; 



(c) for the registration of distributors and retailers of fish or  tish 
products and of any premises used for the distribution or  retailing and 
for the accounting and the rua rds  to k kept and the infermation to bc 
furnished hy them in relation to their husines: 

(d) for the maintenance of good order a m g  the persons engaged in 
fishing and in the fishing industry and the regulation of any 'other 
matter or  thing relating to the protection of fish and the administration 
of the tishifig industry; 

(a) generally for carrylng into effwt the provisions of this Decrec. 

Interpretation. 

(2) The Minister or  Commissioner. as the case may k. shall determ.ine 
whether enclosures, including pens and c a g e  used for tish shall attract r licence 
fee or  not. 

16. In this Decree, unless the context otherwise requires 

"harrier" m a n s  an obstruction constructed in the coune of a.ljver or  
lake; 

"closrJ season" means a specific period during Which fishing is 
prohihitd; 
"Commissionqr" means the Commissioner charged with responsibility 
matters relating to tishery i n n  State; 

'craft" means a tishing cmti ruluiFul to be licensed under this D%=: 

"dam" means a pzrmanent structure constructed across a river for the 
conservation of water; 

"fish" means all living aquatic animals, vertebrates and invencbrates, 
other than plants, which are harvestable for food and other ~ o n o m i c  
purposes; 

"fishing" m a n s  the catching. taking or  harvrsling of fish, attempted 
catching. taking or  harve!4ting of fish knd any other activity which W 

reasonably result in the catching. taking or  harvesting of fish; 

"fishing gear" w n s  the apparatus u s 4  tbr tS ing  out tish from a body 
of water; 

"fish ladder" m a n s  a mechanism for allowing tish movemmts 
upstream and downstream through harriers and dams; 

"licence" w n s  a permit to opcrate a motor fishing craR for the act o t  
taklng tish; 



"Minister" means the Minister charged with responsibility for matters 
relating to fishery; 

"motor fishing crati" m a n s  a vessel which is used for or quipped to 
be used for fishing. 

17. This Decree may he cited as the inland Fisheries D a r e  1992. Citation. 

MADE at Abuja this 28th day of December 1992 

GENERAL I.B. BABANGIDA, 
Pnridcn~.  Cununander-in-chief 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(7hi.v rrore rlues ncxfi,nn pcrrf <$the r cbovp  clerrre but i., 
iritmdcd rcl upliiin irr purp~rr) 

The Docw. providzs for the liceasingot' M i n g  ~ q t i s  a d  h ~ r  the 
regulation of tishing on the Inland Waters of Nigeria. 


