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CHAPTER 65
CONSULAR CONVENTIONS ACT

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS
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Powers to remit taxes, etc.
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CHAPTER 65
CONSULAR CONVENTIONS ACT

An Act to confer certain powers upon consular officers of foreign
States with which Consular Conventions are concluded by
the Federal Republic of Nigeria and to provide for the
remission of taxes and similar charges in order that effect
may be given to the provisions of Consular Conventions and
for matters connected therewith.

[Sections 1-5, 19th October, 1950,
section 6, 29th February, 1956]

I. This Act may be cited as the Consular Conventions Act.

2. (1) Where a person who is a national ofa S'ilate tc_>1 1wh;ch
this section applies is named as executor mNt_ Eé: y: 0(; i?,
s person dspoun of Propert L LS O
otherwise a person to whom a grant of. regresiﬁie then if the
“tate in Nigeria of a dcccasc_d person may ?f?llr S o the
court is satisfied, on the application of a consule
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. . 3 igeria, a
said State, that the said national 1s not ms‘g?::;tlirz)nNilgmade ‘g‘;
if no application for a grant of such rcp,rcs ke amn Earkite
a person duly authorised by power Ofdttg,rt Oyfﬁcer any such
in that behalf, the court shall make to t ‘h cased as would
grant of representation to the estate of the c foresaid

be made to him if he were so authorised as afo -

(2) Where any person who is a national of a State to which
this section applies—

i i ty in Nigeria
a) is entitled to any money or other proper
( forming part of the estate of a deceased person, or to
receive payment in Nigeria of any money becoming due
on the death of a deceased person; or

(b) is among the persons to whom any money or other
property of a deceased person may under any Act,
whether enacted before or after the commencement of

this Act, be paid or delivered without grant of probate
or other proof of title,

then, if the said national is not resident in Nigeria, a consular
officer of that State shall have the like right and power to
receive and give a valid discharee for an
property as if he were duly authori

to act for him in that behalf:

(3), Notwithstanding anythin
practice for the time bein
probate, divorce and

thing prqscribed by the law and
g in force in Nigeria in relation to

matrimonia] causes : '
at ; and proceedings
requiring that in the case of g minority or Fife Lr;?el;le:i

administration must be granted to g trust corporat;
not less than two individug|s and which m'l"'ph« %‘10‘1&‘ o‘r to
Nigeria by virtue of the provisions of any cr;‘iv ¢ df“ cliect “‘1
in Nigeria, administration of an estate ma :Lb'\“.“nl in forcwc,
granted by virtue ol this section (g a cons“u)l-u.“ ;i‘}‘:‘ln;‘,’lcasq
:l,?]q.}v’.mc 1.hc Dcx Isting personal rcprcscm&uli‘vc ?‘, 1:' L.r dﬂmll,lcll
bylu{{,élpﬁu/nu,‘:j ii’Y \’n"tflg of lhis section, lmthing ) rmn;llgtd
¢ 4nd - practice  gforecas L lE present
oresaid Providing for the
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appointment of additional personal representatives in the case
of a minority or life interest shall apply.

(4) Without prejudice to the provisions of the Civil
Procedure Rules of the High Court of a State or of the Federal
Capital Territory, Abuja, regulating the procedure for the
grant of probate and letters of administration and for securing
the duc administration of estates, sureties shall not be required
to an administration bond given by a consular officer upon the
grant of administration by virtue of this section.

3. Notwithstanding any rule of law conferrin g immunity or Supple-
privilege 1n respect of the official acts and documents of Mewiins
consular officers, a consular officer shall not be entitled to any asto
immunity or privilege in respect of any act done by virtue of *°" %
powers conferred on him by or under section 2 of this Act, or
in respect of any document for the time being in his possession

relating thereto.

4. (1) Subject to the provisions of any Act conferring Restriction
diplomatic immunity or privilege, a consular office of a State gnirine
to which this section applies, shall not be entered by a consular
constable or other person acting in the execution of any °T°
warrant or other legal process or in the exercise of powers
conferred by or under any enactment (whether enacted before
or after the commencement of this Act), or otherwise, except
with the consent of the consular officer in charge of that office
or, if that consent be withheld or cannot be obtained, with the
consent of a Minister of State:

Provided that the foregoing provisions of this subsection
shall not apply in relation to any entry effected—

(a) in pursuance of the Police Act (which confers power to Cap. 359.

enter premises for the purpose of extinguishing fire) or
any other enactment making provision corresponding
with the provisions of that section;

(b) by a constable having reasonable cause to believe that

4 crime involving violence has been or is being or is
about to be committed in the consular office;

(¢) by any person entitled to enter by virtue of any

casement. contract of otherwise private right.

(2) This section shall not apply to any consular office which
s for the time being in the charge of a consular officer who
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is a citizen of Nigeria or isnot a national of the State by which

that office is maintained.

(3) For the purpose of
“consular office” means any
which is exclusively occupied fo
business of a consular officer.

5. The Minister charged with the regponSIblllty for
External Affairs may by ofgder direct that section 2 or 4 of this
Act or paragraph (9) of the General Exemptions from All
Stamp Duties set out in the Schedule to the Stamp Duties Act,
or section 269(2) of the Merchant Shipping Act shall apply to
any foreign State specified in the Order, being a State with
which a consular convention providing for matters for which
provision is made by these sections has been concluded by the
Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

this section, the expression
building or part of a building
r the purposes of the official

6. (1) The Minister charged with responsibility for Finance
and Economic Development may by order remit in whole or
in part any tax, fee, rate, duty or similar charge that would
otherwise be payable under any law for the time being in force
to which this Act applies, where he deems it necessary so to
do, in order to give effect to any consular convention

concluded by or on behalf of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
with a foreign State.

(2) An order made under this section may be made with
retrospective effect.

(3) This section shall apply to—

(a) an;(r1 law for the time being in force in the Federation;
an

(b) any law for the time being in force in a State in so far
as el:?y Stlllldz law _c:%mallrlls provision with respect to any
matter that 1s within the legislative compet e
Federal Legislature; and petence of th

(¢c) any law for the time being in force in

as any such law contains provisi '
W C vision with respect to any
matter not within the | e o

! _ egislative competence of the

glc,dt(,r‘lll l‘.‘cdglslaturc only in so far as the Governor of a
. iafe G celared by notice published in the Gazetre
that the provisions of this Act shall have effect in relation to
the State. ‘

a State in so far
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by sending
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First
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Schedule.

1 EMISSION
AR CONVEN I'ONS (R
o= OF FEES) ORDER

under section 6

e —

1. This Order may be cited as the Consular Conventions
(Remission of Fees) Order.

2. For the purposes of this Order— -

(a) the expression “consular officer” shall be restricted to
consular officers who are career officials and nationals
of the sending State;

(b) “consular employee” means any person employed at a
consulate other than on domestic duties who is—

(i) not a citizen of Nigeria,
(ii) not engaged in private occupation for gain in
Nigeria, and
(iii) a permanent employee of the sending State or
who, if not a permanent employee thereof, was not
resident in Nigeria at the commencement of his
employment in the consulate, and whose name has been
communicated to the Government of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria;
(¢) “sending State” means the State by which a consular
officer is appointed.

Orzzl'crAaan(Iil%lr?g §tatef specified in the First Schedule to this
O S,tatc :h'%lnl;lturdl or juridical person acting on behalf ot
s Sc;;;)ndl Sc‘lci(emplcd from payment of the fees set oul
e o(q" Ic‘.mdulc to lhls Order in respect of the
i SIZ;CE STL:smn ~0ryl-lsc of moveable property owned or
office, ()l“()[;'l Lx-c;t' ?‘LX‘L\ll!swcly tor the PUIpOSE Of @ B
Prccior o1 Tesidence ora consula dffcer o cplovee. o
establishmeny o HSE out of the aperation of the consuld

ol such sending State
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4. Consular officers and consular employees

of the States Exemption
from pay-

specified in the First Schedule to this Order shall be exempted ment of fees

by consular

from payment of the fees set out in the Second Schedule to this
officers and

Order.

FIRST SCHEDULE

The French Republic.

The Federal Republic of Germany.
The Kingdom of Greece.

The Italian Republic.

The Kingdom of Norway.

The Kingdom of Sweden.

The United States of America.
The United States of Mexico.

SECOND SCHEDULE

Fees for Registration of Vehicles.
Fees for Licensing of Vehicles.
Driving Licence Fees.

Bicycle Licence Fees.

Wireless Receiving Licence Fees.
Dog Licence Fees.

Gun Licence Fees.

Game Licence Fees.

e I N

employees.
First
Schedule.
Second
Schedule.

paragraphs 3
and 4.

paragraphs 3
and 4.
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under section 5

Short title. 1. This Order may be cited as the Consular Conventions
(Application) Order.

Application 2. It is hererby directed that sections 2 and 4 of the

?o,é};;t&ms Consular Conventions Act and paragraph (9) of the General

specified in_ Exemptions from All Stamp Duties set out in the Schedule to

glgps(i}h]eﬁ ule. the Stamp Duties Act, and section 269(2) of the Merchant

Cap.224.  Shipping Act shall apply to the foreign States specified in the
Schedule to this Order.

SCHEDULE

The French Republic.

The Federal Republic of Germany.
The Kingdom of Greece,

The Italian Republic.

The Kingdom of Norway.

The Kingdom of Sweden.

The United States of America.

The United States of Mexico.
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