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Short title.

CHAPTER 255
NATIONAL ELECTORAL COMMISSION ACT

An Act to provide for the establishment, composition and 1987 No. 23.
functions of the National Electoral Commission.

[30th September, 1987] Commence-

ment.

I. (1) There shall be established for Nigeria a body to be g
knorwn as the National Electoral Commission (hereinafter I composition

he Commission™"). of National

Electoral
1 * o > o ok A1 Commuission
2y The Commission shall consist of a Chiel National
Flectoral Commission who chall be the Chairman and glghl
sher members meluding @ woman, {0 bhe known as National

“ectoral Commissioners.

s Act referred to as "t
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Appointment
and tenure
of office of
members of
the
Commission.

. embers of the Comp,:.

s : and other mcm il of I5-

2. (1) The Chal-rTeadn by the National Cdoaur_licnl; élhfiSftate on
sion shall be appoin ident, Commander-in-Chief of

“ Fthe Bres s reons of proven integrity

the nomination of t S50 . X y
Armed Forces and shall b¢ pe Ived In partisan politjcg

shall not have been actively 1mnvo | |
who shall be the chief executive ang the

ing officer of the Commission shallbno't b}? {f)gs tha,
?gft(;}-lgt\;ggygars of age and the other members shall not p,

son above the age of
ears of age but no per
lszsirsertl}t];nygggyskylall be eligible to serve on the Commlsslon‘

f the Commission shall hold office for five
yeg)s ?nmti?b%rrsot instance and shall be eligible for re-
appointment for another period of five years and no more

(2) The Chairman

(4) A member may at any time be removed from office py
the National Council of State for inability to discharge the
functions of his office (whether arising from infirmity of mipg
or body or any other cause) or for misbehaviour but shall not

be removed from office except in accordance with the provi-
sions of this subsection.

. . ances as the Fede ,
may, from time to time, direct. eral Government

(7) There shall also be paj
. . Lot ald to everu
completion of his perjog ofpservicee\ cTY

member upon the
such manner ag (he Federal Goy

4 gratuity calculated in
ernment may direct.

(8) The amoungg payable
upon-and paid oyt of the ¢
Federation, '

under thig See

‘onsal; tion shall be charged
onsolidated |

Revenue Fund of the

(Y) A member gh

. all not white

holdin
| ‘ . i\
nt whether in th y

Ul.thl&fc hold any athet
¢ public

Service or elsewhere
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, il mission shall be

y (R o . a i
ers P y g, to plcctl()ns into al] th el Uity
rovided for in this Ac L the elective offices

F?cdcral Republic of Nigcrianoihgn?()o"t;ﬁt‘ltlion of the
saistar tha C er law;
t}*\o rb%lib(fgr H]L WO political parties established
\rmed Forees Ruling Council “ﬁmély ished by the

(1) the Nzll'if)nill Republican Convention: and

(11) the Social Democratic Party; ’
to determine the eligibilit ’

~ , y of the two political parti
to sponsor candidates for any of the elec{)ions prespcrgggg
by paragraph (a) of this section;
to lpt]'onlltor t{}e organisation and conduct of the two
political parties as named in para i
P section. paragraph (b) of this

to determine the number of registration centres for each
ward of the Federation;

to provide guidelines to the two political parties
stipulating the rules and procedure for electioneering
campaigns;

to specify the mechanism for fund raising and other
sources of financing for the two political parties;

to arrange for the annual examination and auditing of
the funds and accounts of the two political parties;
to provide rules which shall govern the qualifications
to vote and be voted for at elections;

to carry out such other functions as may be conferred
on it by law.

The functions of the Commission under paragraph (a)

of subsection (1) of this section shall include—

(a)

{hy

area of the Federation or as the case
ate or local Government, into
\cies as may be prescribed by
ctions to be conducted by the

the division of the
may be, the arca of a St
such number of cnnsli}ucr
law for the purpose of ele
Commission; and

the registration of vOLErs. 0%
maintenance of register of voters for

such election.

the preparation and
he purpose of any

Functions of
the
Commission,

Cap. 62
1989 No. 37,

1989 No. 3.
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Establish-
ment of
office of the
National
Electoral
Commission
in each
State.

1989 No. 8.

Directives by
the Armed
Forces
Ruling
Council.

Cap. 62

Members of
the Commis-
sion dis-
qualified
from holding
elective ‘

"‘ztilf'f

Pros ,"-j;.'j,“in
el of the
C osmrsass

i 1§

1 ral
National ﬁlecm
S e Ng‘()mmis.s'zon fﬁ

\__\m

' : ' h State of the Fey,

aotd IISth in e?.c . Cra.

4. (1) There shall bE wh:?lission which shall perform g
tion{ an office of the .Com it, from ume to time, by the
functions as may be asS18
Commission. '
: in cac
2) There shall bc.l‘n_ . '
de;t)Electoral corrl]qmlélfrlg:iflreﬁ? Commander-in-Chief of the
gerrzggolégtrigsbt% ctJi:charge such functions a3 may be requireg

by the Commission under this Act. o ,

: mmissioner or such othe

esident Electoral Comml uch othey
egiéngginp%inted pursuant to subsection (2) of this section
Enay be removed by the President, Commander-in-Chief of

the Armed Forces.

et

ooy ——’

state of the Federation, g Reg;
d such other persons who shal]

5. (1) The Armed Forces Ruling Council may give to the

Commission such directives as appear to it to be just and proper

for the effective discharge of the functions of the Commissjop

under this Act.

(2) It shall be the duty of the Commission to comply with
any directions given pursuant to subsection (1) of this section,

(3) Any decision reached by the President, Commander-
in-Chief of the Armed Forces or the Armed Forces Ruline
Council in accordance with this Act, shall be final and bin.
ding and notwithstanding the provisions of the Constitution
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, no suit or legal action
In any court of law or tribunal shall lie against any person
for any act done or intended to be done in pursuance of any
decision of the President, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed
Forces or the Armed Forces Ruling Council o

6. Notwi ' -
person atl\]}sgt}}llg}gl;cg? %af;nl}l/ t?éng to the contrary in any law. a
mission under this Act *h'ell office as a member of the Com-
office or for electic b all not be qualified for any elective

clon as a member of any legislative body

7. (1) The Commission shall
business at such times
man may appoint.

meet for the conduct ol
" )l' VY ¢ k L\I]L l. L .
Places and on such davs as the Chair-
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7) The Chairman ghy
ommission but if he is apga at all meetings of th
ission the ‘ Nt from e Al
comml%t o ,dmembers present shallany mecting of the
qumber to preside at that Meeting elect one of thejr

(3) During the Chairman’g absen

- : : ce :
man .15 Othehrwll)se I}Ot aVallable oF iSOll;nleglve or if the Chair-
functions, the President, Commander-in_%h‘? ;0 perform his
Forces may a}gpomt any member of the C(;e of the Armed
gs Charrman 1or any specified perjoq —SIONG gt

(4) The quorum for meetings of the C
five.

(5) Questions put before the Commigs;
be decided by consensus and W(}’lmmlssmn at

a majority of the votes of the m

ommission shall be

10n at a meeting shall
ere this is not possible by
embers present and voting.

(6) The Chairman shall in the case of an equalj
have a casting vote in addition to his delibe%g?i\l/tg \cgt;/.otes

(7) Subject to this section, the Commission shall have power
to regulate its proceedings and may make standing orders with
respect to the holding of meetings, the notice to be given,
the procedure thereat, the keeping of minutes of such pro-
ceedings and the custody and production for inspection of such
minutes.

(8) The validity of any proceedings of the Commission shall
not be affected by any vacancy in its membership or by any
defect in the appointment of a member.

8. (1) The Commission may appoint one or more commit-
lees to carry out on behalf of the Commission any of the

Commission’s functions under this Act.

2) A committee appointed by the Commission :111?;:11 ’tlgg
section, shall consist of such number of [)Ll§01‘115 fii )c‘l‘)\‘on\‘
determined by the Commission bul sl]:tlil' not (nciude persons
whi are not ‘members of the Commission.

Committees
of the
Commission.
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f L o
, ¢ shall be a Secretary t‘?et;’:e ggg’g‘:ﬁlm Whe
e 9. (1) The; ualifications and cxpef‘r ions frl)lf?foprlate
and oher  shall have such T 1% o erform the functions ol his ofg

employees of
the
Commission.

Cap. 346

Interpreta
1on

for a person requir d by the National C
under this Act and 8

of State.
(2) Subject to the

Secretary— . ds
. fOr keeplng prOper records of th
(a) shall be rGSpOIfIS:}?z:eCommission; and g

ity f the Commission’s secretariat gng
d of the [ ( 0
¥ igalrlesgog:;?btllsafor the administration thereof and tpe

irecti d control of all other employee§ of the
(éléfr(l:rtrll(i);]sigg with the approval of the Commissiop

(3) The Commission shall have power to appoint either
directly or on secondment from any public service in the
Federation, such number of employees as may, in the opiniop
of the Commission, be required to assist the Commission ip
the discharge of any of its functions under this Act; and shall
have power to pay to persons so employed such renumeration
(including allowances) as the Commission may, after consulta-
tion with the Federal Civil Service Commission, determine.

hall be appointe Olngj|

general direction of the Commission_ the

(4) Nothing in subsection (3) of this section, shall preclude
the Commission from appointing persons from outside the
public service of the Federation or of the State whenever it
deems it necessary so to do.

(5) All employees of the Commission appointed pursuant
to subsections (3) and (4) of this section, excluding such as
are appointed on a temporary basis for an honorarium, shall
have the same rights and obligations as the members of the
public service defined by section 24 of the Pensions Act.

(6) The Commission shall be an organisation declared as

a public service as specified in th s ~ fhe
Pensions Act. € Second Schedule to the

10. In this Act, unless the

“Chairman™ means the Chair
(,.()n‘u‘nlssmn;

context otherwise requires—
man of the National Electordl
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.commission’” means the Nationg

established by section 1 of i Electoral Commission 1989 No. 37.

. 1S Act;
sConstitution  means the Constitution of the y i+ Cap. 62
of Nigeria; the Federal Republic Cap
~functions”” includes powers and dutieg:
b

«member’ " means a member of the Commission , -
the Chairman; and includes

LS “ : a LR p
~political association’’ means any body of persons (corporate 1989 No- &

or unincorporate) who agree to act together for any
common political purpose and shall have applied to the
Commission for the purpose of registration under this Act
excluding any association formed for any ethnic, social,
cultural, occupational or religious purpose;

~political party’’ means—
(a) the National Republican Convention; or
(b) the Social Democratic Party.

“Secretary’’ means the Secretary of the Commission appointed
pursuant to section 9 of this Act.

11. This Act may be cited as the National Electoral Com- Short title.
mission Act.
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