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. } Act may be cited as the National Provident Fund s
S e it
(2) Th S Act shall come into force on such day or days as
the Minister may by Order in the Federal Gazette appoint,
and different days may be appointed for different provisions
of this Act or for the application thereof to any person or class

0l persomns.

~ 2. (1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires— Interpreta-
‘ tion.

" h dvisory Council’’ means the National Provident Fund

- Advisory Council under this Act:

- “appointed day’’ means the day on which this Act comes into
~ force, or where the Order of the Minister relates to certain
- provisions only of this Act, means the day on which those
- provisions come into force or are applied to any particular
- person or class of persons, as the case may be;
“benefit’”” means any benefit payable under this Act;
“Board’’ means the Management Board established under sec-
~ tion | of the National Provident Fund (Management Board Cap. 274.
~ €fc.) Act.
‘Casual worker’’” means any worker engaged on a daily contract
01 service who has not been employed by one employer
_ for a continuous period of three months, the continuity
- of which shall not be construed as interrupted if broken
Y nfl:s more than fourteen days during the period of three
INOor ;
Nild”” means any person under the apparent age of sixteen
years or any person between the apparent ages of sixteen
d eighteen years who is receiving full-time education
Or training and is not paid wages; and includes a step-
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1 illegitimate child and any child adopted in ,
g 3 A .d as lawful in Nigeria; 3
. of service”’ includes service as a tributer, which
O~ nurposes of this Act has the same meaning as jp

he Minerals Act; S
. eon period’’ means where wages are paid to g

(@) at intervals of more than a fortnight, the month
~ during which the wages are paid; or 9
(b atintervals of more than a week but not more than
- afortnight, the fortnight ending with the last day
T of the week in which the wages are paid; or =~
% ~ (c¢) at intervals of a week or less, the week in which

B the wages are paid; |
- “‘contributions’’ means the contributions of the employer or
of the worker, as the case may be, payable under this Act;

“court’” or ‘‘the court’”” means any court of competent
jurisdiction;

““Director’’ means the Director of the National Provident Fund
under this Act;

t

“‘employer”’ in respect of any worker employed or engaged

e as a member of the crew of any ship means the owner

o or owners of the ship, or the agents in Nigeria of the g

ship as the case may be, and in any other case means

o the person with whom the worker entered into a contract

B of service or apprenticeship, and who is responsible for
e the payment of the wages of the worker:

theufl"llcllté;l’t’lur_geincst ;the National Provident Fund established

" p

to a)})écper§0n an Incapacity for work by reason of some

;illlsease or bodily or ‘mental disablement, and
1 Y Person under this Act deemed to be SO

~ “‘member of 3 j
LU ke W"ﬂ is atlI:c ml:ll:)nd Means any person to whose credit
RN unt standing in the Fund;

- L * mes 18 the A T2 - : . .
Gothe Bund.. Minister charged with responsiblity for
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" Fund under ‘this Act;

A

- “the Reserve Fund’’ meang

RS %}ﬁr’ ;:means 41y person who, on the death of a member
B O1 10C und, may be entitled to g survivor’s benefit under
| this Act; .

s 27 - 1
“wai?s means remuneration in money paid to a worker under

(@) 1n respect of normal periods of
formed by the WOI‘kE:IP; or ! Y

(b) where payment is calculated in relation to set tasks,

in respect of the number of task
o o s completed by the

(c) where payment is calculated in relation to the
volume of work done, in respect of the volume
completed by the worker,

and includes any allowance payable by the employer to
the worker either directly or by implication in respect
of the cost of living;

“ - .
Work’’ includes piece work;
G . : :
- Worker’’ means any person who not being a child—

- (@) isemployed in Nigeria under any contract express
or implied of service or apprenticeship with an
employer whether by way of manual labour, clerical
work or otherwise and howsoever paid, such
| contract not being one of employment as a member
. of the crew of any ship; or

~ (b) is a permanent resident in Nigeria and is employed

- under a contract of service or other agreement
entered into in Nigeria as a member of the crew

~ of any ship, the owners of which have a place of
~ business, or have agents, in Nigeria; or
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. D -manent resident of Nigeria and is employed
~+ode Nigeria under a contract of service with
an employer in Nigeria by whom he is paid.

In this Act, a person shall be deemed to be over or under

= therein mentioned if he has or has not attained that
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oo and shall be deemed to be between two ages therein
= tioned if he has attained the first mentioned age but has
»t attained the second mentioned age.
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~ ParT I.—NATIONAL PROVIDENT FUND

ablis- 3, (1) There is hereby established a Fund to be called the

tomi  National Provident Fund into which shall be paid all contribu-
vident  tjons and other moneys required or prescribed by this Act.
i :

-

>
e

(2) There may from time to time be paid out of the Fund

3 d

- such benefits and other payments as are directed to be paid
~under this Act.

f ] .
'y

S

;.-".j ~ (3) Every payment approved by the Minister of Finance and

o Economic Development in that behalf made before the first

Ry ﬁmted day shall, where it relates to expenditure otherwise

- [han upon assets for the purposes of this Act and is otherwise

- valid, be deemed to have been lawfully made out of the Con-

e h Revenue Fund, and shall not be recoverable under
Cl.

g or of the Board, the Director shall be responsible—
&, t?: gmlggl;tn gf contributions under this Act and
e Y Payment of moneys into the Fund:

-

1 i
X' "
.'~ s
- 'r

809 Tor the yment out of the Fund of th d

laims : e benefits an

'I'm orised under this Act;

2 ‘ -IL, Where not inCODSiSte . . .
N it A v 2 nt with this Act

SR AR ©f surplus funds from time to time; and
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5. (1) There may from time to time be appointed a fit Deputy
to be deputy of the Director of the NatiOIE)aI:OProvident pl:?ur;(zln Py e

(2) On the occurrence from an
office of the Director (whether by reason of death, resigna-

arising), and so long as such vacancy, illness, absence or
temporary Incapacity continues, the deputy shall have and may
exercise all the powers, duties, and functions of the Director.

6. (1) There may from time to time be appointed inspect
for the purposes of this Act. o AT

(2) Any inspector appointed under this Act shall, for the
purposes of the execution of this Act, have power to do the

following things, that is to say—
(@) to enter, inspect and examine by day or by night any

premises or place, when he has reasonable cause to
believe that workers are employed therein:

(b) to take with him a police officer if he has reasonable
“aus€ to apprehend any serious obstruction in the
€xecution of his duty;

(¢) to require the production of registers, certificates, notices
and documents kept in pursuance of this Act and to

INSpect, examine and copy any of them:

[4) to make such examination and inquiry as may be
fiecessary to ascertain whether the provisions of this Act

are complied with; and

€) to €Xamine any person either alone or in the presence
of any other person as he thinks fit, with respect to
Matters under this Act, and to require every such person
'0 Sign a declaration of the truth of the matters respecting
Which he 1s so examined; so, however, that no one shall

be required under this provision to answer any question
OT to give any evidence tending to incriminate himself.

Appointment
and powers
of inspec-
tors.

1967 No. 40.
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Wl an inspector in the cxm;.. f;
_ m or fails to comply w
>ctor in purmmce of this sectlon ortp
nc;tlg o; document which
of this Act to roduce *
lon as to who is tﬁc or
orphce or conceals or prevents, or a tte
'u'plwem a person from appearing before orbemg
“ an Mpectg‘t that pers:cmf f'lhacli be deemed
DS ’ In the execution of his dutie
provisions of this Act. s under th

(5) Where an inspector is obstructed in the execution of
- his mordlmcs under the provisions of this Act, the person

. l:'ﬁ'ﬂT ﬁ"‘

ructing him shall be guilty of an offence. and liable to

“h not cmeedmg twenty naira or to im
prisonment for a
ﬁmnmemedm one month, or to both such fine and such

where the inspector is obstructed in any

ru ofplmz the occupler of the premises or place shall

any building or other erection used for
Jm of busmess but does not include a dwelling
exclusively for residential purposes.

- .H ; ':‘}
er 7+ 1here may from time to time be appointed as officers

- or emj m -&*' of persons as may be necessary

B T o Act, who shall be subject to the
e gy d U Dum. and who shall perform such
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the opinion of the Minister is reasonab
o time to assist the Advisory Counci

and the First Schedule 1o this At
80 however that the total membership of

the Advisory Cc_nmcii
Ol at any one time exceed twenty-five; and if the

membership is increased under this subsection the Minister
May, by the same or any other order, fix a quorum for any
Meeting
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4 orovisions of this Act, an employer
bject 19~  day. be liable to contribute to the
P BPPOIRIVE — 2. ed by him V.
ot of any cr employ Y ¢ L.

P : ! to i ; = :
.. i section shall be construed SO as to impose
Ry, mﬁonef in the Second Schedule to this
- in the CalCBOE  on shall ensure so long as the worker
B ri 10 u w L h t Sl
- B 1o be employed in any such category.

%, ﬁ"";"; """“*'i 'H-'f' 55 1 ‘ b d
/2 The President may, from time to time, by order pub-
e s b "2:, Federal Gazette add to, amend, or vary the Second

, Schedule to this Act.

e 11, (1) Subject to the provisions of this section, where any

special oo of workers by reference to the number of workers in
the service of an employer becomes subject to this Act, workers
in that class shall not cease to be subject to this Act while
in the service of that employer, by reason only of the fact
s that the number of workers in the service of the employer
o s at any time is less than the number prescribed.
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(2) An employer who continuously for a period of not less
- than two consecutive years has employed less workers than
- the number prescribed, may apply on behalf of himself and
- the workers in his service to cease to be subject to this Act;
| and the application when granted shall have effect from such
date, not later than three months from the date of application,
as the Director thinks fit.

(3) Where a person enters into a contract whereby some
other person is to provide workers for any lawful purpose of
the entering into the contract; and the failure to comply

with the requirements of this subsection by any party to the
contract shall be an offence under this Abét. b

12. (1) Where an employer has in his servi
: ice less workers
than the &lu;nber for the time being prescribed (whether the
V€ previously been subdect to this Act or not) he

of the workers w 0 are not exempted Sismfy

writing to become subject to this Act, at any

the Director in writing to bring the workers under
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Act [CAP. 273 10957

(2) Where a majority of the workers . _
applies desire in writing to cease to h to whom this section

€ subject to this Act
the employer may apply to the Dir : ’
the workers shall cease to be subjegf t&r 2 P e o

date not being later than three months fthls Act from such

‘not rom the d
application as may be réasonable. If an employeer o?)ttZi?lg :lﬁz

(3) Any member of the Fund who for an reason ceas
to be affected by this Act, may apply to tﬁe Directorafgf‘
approval to continue to be subject to this Act: and if approved
the member of the Fund shall make consecutive monthl};
payments of an amount not less than the worker’s contribu-
tion nor more than the joint contributions of the employer and
the worker for each period, computed at the rate for a com-
pleted month immediately before the date when the member
of the Fund ceased to be subject to this Act.

(4) Any missionary society desirous of becoming subject
o this Act in respect of any missionary may at any time apply
o the Director in writing together with a copy of the resolu-
tion passed by it and duly certified as required by the rules
of the missionary society; and if the Director is satisfied he
shall notify the missionary society accordingly, and the mis-
slonary society shall on receipt of the notice be deemed to

an employer of its missionaries for the purposes of this Act.

() For the purposes of this section—

¢ . ( X
"rlussmnary society’’ includes any clerk 1n holy orders,
minister of religion or person acting as a missionary;

“lnissionary society”’ includes any church or religious body
by whom a missionary is paid.

&
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'CAP. 273]  National Provident Fund
| Act

WOk tion of this Act to casual workers, either generally or in relar:
to any particular class, nothing in this Part of this Ay
apply to any casual worker whose employer is subject -
Act 1n respect of any other workers in his employme?“(h”

PART III.—CONTRIBUTIONS

omtributions .14, (1) Eve I |
A iwion =ry eémployer shall as from the :
unless otherwise exempted under this Act. paydi?ﬁg]:]l::dFm
. lt"he contributions for the relevant contribution period prescribed
: 01('1 workers and employers in the Third Schedule to this Act;
3: pr;ignfgs ﬂ\:éhel;] dgdutctid shall be held by the employer and
_ und at the end of the month in whi

231d1;gt10n \;;zlslmade,_, or within one month thermr‘ter.ha;flz 31]2
con%'i ge:: sall pay 1nto the Fund at the same (ime his own

ution as an employer of the worker concerned.

- gé t}"rllllz ;l}llglllot)]f]eer may deduct_the worker’s contributions
oA i otherwtiges are paid to the worker: and where
e e an negligence, the employer fails to
e S contribution when required by this Act,
e B X months thpreafter make any deduction

© amount or by instalments as the worker may

(4) Where an em :
of workers under tlupsks}g{i 3§ducts contributions from the wages

to be held by the » the contributions shall be deemed
Act, and the failurgmp loyer in trust for the purposes of this

by th -
to th Y the emplovyer t P
€ Fund shal] pe g Offen%e }l’l Jd cC;' l::al-‘l]}ifst ec(t.ontrlbutlons

of a worker, and any attempt by an
an offence under

——\-\. 1
Casual 13. Until the Minister prescribes the date for the , licgs

Vi
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. Where ' ' :
15 the Director is Satisfied that any contribution Credit of

{0 the Fllnd haS been dedUCted l m f rKer I
ro '
hﬁ Wages OI a wo ke ’ wnrkler's

but the employer has fajled to
. A Pay the mone ntribu-
the Director may credit the amount of the wo¥l§e?st2§nlt:rl;gg: ons.

tion out of the general fevenues of the Fund and recover the

amount from the emp] :
Government. PlOyer as a debt owing to the Federal

16. (1) If any contribution ;
. 1 1S not paid within the time Penalty f
prescribed or approved under this Part of this Act, a sum efqua? non-payment.

to five per centum of the amount unpaid shall be added for

should have been made; and any amount added shall be

recoverable as '
Government. S meg by the empl@}’er to the Federa]

(2) Notwithstanding the provisio i
, : ! ns of subsection (1) of thi
section, the Director may if he thinks fit, remit in (w)holeth(;?'
In part any penalty imposed under this section.

17. Where a worker is emploved successi
currently in a contribution peripodyor partcglgs.:ivggm?ill-)uct?; E;“Eéﬁi"r;?“‘
period by more than one employer, the employers shall. in —
addition to any other liability under this Act and unless the
Director otherwise approves. be severally liable to pay to the
Fund the amount prescribed for each employer for the whole

of the contribution period.

18. The Director shall establish and maintain for each Accounts of
member of the Fund an account into which shall be paid all {‘ﬁi‘“piifé 5
contributions made, and against which shall be charged all |

benefits from time to time, in respect of the member.

' })9 Nothing in this Act shall relieve an employer from Contributions
ar? ility to continue to contribute to the Fund in respect of e
Y Worker who is in receipt of or becomes entitled to any drawn.

benefit other than a subsidiary benefit under this Act.

to20. (1) Subject to provisions of this section, cqntributions Eg:;rib?_
shallllle Fund shall be inalienable except under this Act, and ;b “*
not be assets for the benefit of creditors in the event inalienable.

Of the bankruptcy or insolvency of a member of the Fund,
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attachment for debt under any process of law.
O oy cecurity, pledge or assignment given before or aftey
ang e . into force of this Act in respect to contributiong
1 2 member of the Fund shall be void.
~ (2) Payment of contributions to the Fund shall continue to
ﬁ;e notwithstanding the bankruptcy or insolvency of g
worker and any moneys paid during the bankruptcy or in-
~ solvency shall not be deemed to be after acquired property
~ while held in the Fund.

(3) Where a worker while a member of the Fund is convicted
of an offence involving dishonesty and the court convicting
the offender is satisfied that the employer has suffered financial
loss as a result of the commission of the offence, the court
may order payment to be made to the employer out of the
| Fund: and the amount ordered to be paid under this subsection
A shall not exceed the employer’s contributions in the Fund in
o respect of the worker as a member of the Fund, together with

accrued interest.

K.
il

PART IV.—BENEFITS

Classes of 2], (1) Subject to this Part of this Act, there shall be payable
~ the following classes of benefits—

(@) main benefits in respect of age, survivorship and
invalidity;
(b) subsidiary benefits in respect of sickness; and

(c) withdrawal benefits in respect of emigration and
withdrawal from the Fund.

(2) The Minister may by notice in the Federal Gazette—

R (@) defer payment of any benefit other than a subsidiary
ead benefit for a period of not more than twelve months
after the coming into operation of this Act; and

(b) in the case of a subsidiary benefit, direct that no payment

shall be made until he is satisfied that an adequate system
of medical certification is in operation. 3 X

~ Or with the approval of the Dj
- paid as an annuity. Director may be converted and
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senefit in favour of the widow or widower or next of kin as
he case may be shall, on the death of a member of the Fund,
he payable to the extent prescribed in the Fourth Schedule
to this Act; but no survivors benefit shall be payable in excess

of moneys already held for credit of the member of the Fund
at the time of his death.

| ) Where a survivor’s benefit is payable and the deceased
~ immediately before his death was not subject to customary
- law or Islamic personal law, the Director may—

(@) on such evidence as he may require and if the moneys

- in the Fund do not exceed the sum of forty naira, pay
- the moneys direct to the widow or widower or the next
- of kin of the deceased as the case may be; or

(b) if there are more claimants than one as widow or
A widower, or as the case may be the moneys in the Fund
~ exceed the sum of forty naira, pay the moneys to the
- executor or administrator of the deceased; or

- ﬁ{x;) In any other case, pay the moneys to the Administrator-
~ General who shall hold the moneys in trust for the
persons found to be entitled under this section.

(3) Wher_e a survivors benefit is payable and the deceased
Was immediately before his death subject to customary law
ﬂ_ personal law, the Director on the application in

NE

o
.

-
i
'H Ll

MIItng of any person interested as claimant shall, and in any

A\q . .aS€ may, pay the survivors benefit to the
“iinistrator-General .

%) Where moneys are paid to the Administrator-General
p ot the authority of subsection (2) or (3) of this section,
© Administrator-General shall give public notice of the
| “nt by such means as he may think fit havm_g reg_arc_l to
Hount of payment; and claims made after the time limited
*~ hotice may be ignored under the authority of this sub-
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. bepaid accordingly tothe persone
. . and the 2aM -]E” bq pald. * & ONS
stion, and ko w of their claims tO the Adm1mstrmi

i, T rk 5 | 1V . e A . L o
~aneral within the fescnbed tlrile' e persongl l“ 39
" 5~vided that where customary a law

il "ﬁﬂh idministrator-Genera_l may refuse payment to

e &
. i

der the authority of this section to the
shall, if unclaimed for a period of fiyve

Adinis  or a period of ive
years from the date of payment, be paid 1nto t i
Provident Reserve Fund under this Act.

1974 No. 39. .'(6) Notwithstanding the_provisions of this se_ctioy Or any
| other enactment which requires payment of a survivor’s benefit
in certain cases through the office of the Administrator-General,
a survivor’s benefit shall be paid direct to the next of kin of

the deceased.

a » A’
o y B |
3 f f11l.
3 |‘I' "2 T8 1 N B b
- g

Invalidity 24. An invalidity benefit to the extent prescribed in the
icing Fourth Schedule to this Act shall be payable to any person
who is a member of the Fund and is subject to such physical
or mental disability as to be unemployable save in work

approved by the Minister.

B Ronse 25. (1) Subject to this Part of this Act, where any person
' has been a member of the Fund for not less than one year,
he shall if the period of his incapacity for work is more than
one month, be entitled to a sickness benefit at the rate pres-
cribed in the Fourth Schedule to this Act.

(2) Nothing in this section shall authorise the payment of
any sickness benefit in excess of the amount of the worker’s
contribution to the Fund.

Limitation

on appiica- 20+ (1) No sickness benefit under this Act shall be payable—

i Bl (@) in the case of a female member of the Fund where the
benefit. empllzl){er pays for maternity leave an amount not less
than the sickness benefit: or

(b) to any member of the Fund where the employer pays

for sick leave an amount not less than the sickness
benefit; or
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