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various agencies of government such as Ministries of Works and of Environment, and
by the private sector for their own use and applications with attendant problems of
unnecessary overlaps and duplication, lack of'accessibility, and varying standards and
formats, There is no coordinated production, management and dissemination of
geospatial datasets that arc commonly used by many agencies. Neither 1s there any
policy for data quality, access, sharing and exchange.

Due to the increasing awareness ol the use of Gl for decision-making over the
past years, coupled with the expected availability of primary dataset from the Nigerian
Satellite, the country has realized the need to adopt policies for promoting greater
awareness and public access to standard and coordinated geo-spatial data production,
management and dissemination by all sectoral institutions and the need for the
establishment of a Geospaual Data Clearinghouse at various levels in the country
(local, state and federal ) and linkages with the private sectors.

The establishment of'a National Geospatial Data Infrastructure (NGDI) backed
by a National Policy will certainly eliminate most of the problems experienced by
geoinformation producers and users in Nigeria today. An efficient functioning NGDI
and the associated National Policy should be regarded as vital requirements for
sustainable national development.
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Vision Statement

Toenhance optimal use of Geospatial Information as a critical resource inall phases of
ll-ﬂtmahlt. national development tor the alleviation of poverty and 1mpwvmn1 ﬁﬁ
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inghouse as the main gateway and rnaster semﬁ z«andmm _ e
Masesewer ateach NGDI node agency. it e & WEBDRLSH e
Set up a 27-member NGDI Committee to work on the implementation of the %3
NGDI in collaboration with NASRDA as lead agency and set up NGEI focal

unitin each node agency.

Promote submission and early passage of the bill to estabhsh NGDI, whlch

shall include the policy items and funding.

Encourage indigenous personnel with relevant skills in acquisition and analysis

of GI in the country by ensuring that all GI related projects are locally
implemented to a minimum of 75%. | |

Put in place modalitics to ensure that GI producers give evidence of local
contents of their production activities.

Promote synergy among Gl-related policies. '

[iaise with Federal Ministry of Environment and the Department of Petroleum

Resources to implement compulsory geo-referenced data requirements for EIA

~and ESI.

Ensure adequate fiscal provisions and funding of the NGDI.

Policy implementation

(a) [Institutional Frameweork

I.  Government shall cstablish a National Geospatial Data Infrastructure
(NGDI) Council whose function shall be to develop all policy guidelines
on NGDI with the Vice President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria as
the Chairman and the Federal Ministry of Science and Technology as its

Secretariat. The other members of the Council shall be:

Honourable Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development
Honourable Minister of Detence
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(ix)  Ministry of Water Resources
- (x)  Ministry of Transpart

L (xi) National Population Commission
6. The functions of the Committee shall be as follows:

. ~ Develop the phases of implementation of the NGDI project
E * Coordinate the Gl-related activities of all NGDI node agencies.
. Develop, streamline and enforce standards and policies for the b
: infrastructure. | *
P. . Sensitize and mobilize all stakeholders to participate.
i % Appraise the manpower potentials of the nation in all sectors for a
successful realization of the NGDI.
| * Collate the inventory of geo-data sets from various producers and
; agencies.
. Mobilize local funding as well as foreign assistance whether technical or
financial.
. Sustain at all times, the tempo or momentum of change that will remain a
necessary tonic for the realization of the NGDI project.
¢ Create sub committees within it for specific tasks as necessary.
’ Co-optany persons (s) it considers relevant in its functions.

b. Legal Framework
Legislation shall be enacted to support the NGDI policy to ensure the
realization of the NGDI vision.
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